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(54) NONVOLATILE SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the title memory device which can store 
multivalued information and which can perform a write verification 
operation at high speed without causing any erroneous verification by a 
nethod wherein a multivalued storage function, a write function- and a - 
write-data-content renewal function are installed in a verification circuit. 

CONSTITUTION: A memory cell array 1 is formed in such a way that 
memory cells which can be electrically rewritten and which have a 
plurality of storage states in three or more stated are arranged on a 
matrix shape. A bit-line control circuit 2 which controls a bit line to 
control a bit line in a readout/write operation and a word-line drive 
circuit 7 which controls the potential of a word line are installed with 
reference to the memory cell array 1. The bit-line control circuit 2 
exchanges readout data and write data with an input/output-data 
conversion circuit 5. The input/output-data conversion circuit 5 
converts multivalued information in a read-out memory cell into binary 
information which is to be output to the outside, and it converts binary 
information on write data input from the outside into multivalued 
information in a memory cell. 
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(2; 

i 

Bff «»**»T fc-l9E«**fc»<0«*<0 

at, i<? 

« ft* e »* a**+#<B ;* * y * jhc» it© 

**y 7T4m&RxfT-*mKop*#xm** WB«a 
o * * y -fe^^Bf ft ic ft * * -en o s u 

ft^efr^^^^^o, «*$Kx-*#£a*£fT3 a? 

Thy^x«frEli$nfe^*y-fe;urU'f 1 

x-* " 1 " (1=0, 1,~, n-l;n£3)£» 
fc-frTSHWEitU 7*-* "0" lC#*r«E1t«aBB 
*3c«jB-C**5F*5Btt*##E**«"C*'DT, -fe> 

<t ik * y u-r * ©«&co * * y -fe^o* 
«a*ftfptt«**f»re7 ? -^tUTB«"r-&«iB& 5» 

smb**® * * y -fe;nc*n*n»*r * me?-* 0 

•jBaft^^^y^oTOa^fwottii^y-* 
M i " ©B*««icftoT^*^s^&a»-r-6fc*© 

mi (1 = 1, 2, n-l) <0»€rai*^'J7T-f 

lriT-JS3EK-r«» i (i=l, 2, n-l) Ox 

-* ©&rt^-&3g£r#R <h, 

ffrESBi ©•*a*^»J7r^#Rfci*Ht«Ioi 

"1" fr*>T—2 "n-l" [CKLTn- 1 
MBS i SH i 50 



^?7 -9 3 9 7 9 

2 

a*^ y 7 r -r ^aic^ d j* * y -feji<©»*a*»ffa 

(121) tas^S^^yir^JSjSrsify M»« 
" i " K»©««lt3tt:S^*^ ; Eyir^fc»*r.*lf ^ 

ts£n&i;5, ^^ey-feJKDS^a*»^coJKS8^tb 

IEU tfy h««ffi***iE$n**Tli7 : --^Iil»©5r 
-*[hJB©F<3^£?--* "i" t«c-5-x*^^y-fe;i^JC 
BrtSKRfc. UE«ft«D^*y-l:^3W9fftCD»*a* 

Esse. 

[**H.3] mJB?-*EeJBfcL »^a*ftfP«r«C»7 s 

-fe;u©##a^idf^«S8^*j«L, tt^^y^KowjB 
^^y^^<©«ttft»*a*»fptt<o«JBJc^r*^ 

14 i " <o»*a^«»Jcft*'<€r^ : Ey"fe^tc»j(ST* 

**y-tr;U£?-* i " <D»*a*ttftcfc*±3X 

Kfcjtfjsr-s^ty-feA'jo*^— * i o»#a*«ti 
©ttffi&sfra^ft^wotta^s^r^^^MW-re 
^*'jtM?-# M i" ©»#a*««fcac*j:5* 
»K*frST***y^;w*?--* "i" ©gi*a*#ftB 

" 1" 0«*a^«ftCft*A5»fcS-&-5J;5«W-r 
«'J t^Kl^n^MNOKI 

a. ^^y^uottKs^a^ftffwottffifcSfiF-r 
" i " a*©»#a*«»jc^*^*^^y -fe;wfc*t* 

2 B*cD^»«tt**#B18SB. 
[»*E4] i»E^^y^;Wi*W#B±^«W*«!B 

«k©E*tt»BtbTtt«(0^-^ "i" (i=0, 1, 
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(3 

3 

~, n - 1 ;n^3) £ L*Vi«<0**ST#«E«T 

mfcm i u y 7 ^ ^mz ± ^ t*«p**- h 

fiBTfcoT, 6*15?-* "n-1" «»fc:#«rJ-*L*' 

^-^ "1" . "2",-, "n 
-2" ttKKttfcTSbS^ttttx--* "0" 
«f "n- 1" VtmzttfetZL 

"1", -2",-. M n-2"tt 

fc&&\z**t)^)],®#m&m£&&»ftM<DRm\z& 
»"T -5 i 5 ffflST £ 5 tm 1 ©SiEbr^ 

A, 

MiEfgi (l^i^n-2) CD«a^U7r-f*8 
yhMtt©5*, x-* "J" (I + l£j) ttSgtc 

itfliEx-* 0»rt«H«f a* i o»*a*^ u y 

Cfflf*^6] WEx-^EItttt, ^^u-k;uo«tis« 
«£LTE«r*m©x-*E«aiU:. SlOr-^ 
»»c«»-r * ck 5 MW Ltt n«MII©»*>t * »J 1r;MWe 

«-r^*»*a**n - 1" (i = 1, 2, - n~ 

1) fc^MJWBSrEitT^^a^-^Efca^ 3^6 50 



»RJ¥ 7 -9 3 9 7 9 
HtE*l©r-*E*»t ltEr-^lli»fi«Hr<D 

fcft^-^isrRortSfcrts^TdaESB 1 , i + 1 , 1 + 

2, ~, n- ICE* H»«ffiRftHKI;:*oT*IE3 

9t 5 E*<D^»^i4^W*E««S. 
M**7] MEWlO^-^EItaollWi^^U-fe 

*BifcfcTy HIMtEEftffiaTSMaMSJhKv h&S 
»io5 s -^E*«o««^^u-fe;u(o«J8«»€ra 

ii-Ji2S& 2 O^-^fEltgBOD* ^ U tJWit^^tf 
a*tttt " i w ( i = 1, 2, n-1) €r;iVrifWB 
KjfcUTai i <Z>»*a*«rOlf y h^miE^diAT^^ 

tt t r 6 E«©7Fjf K^mmttmw. 

DMOMKEM] 
[0 0 0 1] 

[jB*±OW«»»] MRU «A»»»*.pIIBjMF 
»%tt¥*#Ettg« (EE PROM) Ic^^O. *fc 

l^O^^U-feJUCl fcf-v b£D#M*«£E*;*1i-<& 
^<ifS^&?T5 E E P ROMKflrTS. 

CO 0 0 2] 

EEPROM<Dlo£LT, K*«Mfc** 

Bii^NANDiEEPROM^e»nti^. 
Msnfcpa«)xWf:*i^$n5. nandit 

[0 0 0 3] ^©NANDt;HEEPROMO»i^ 

^^EU*fe;K3[>«Wy-h^ttK«JiVpp (=20Vi 

«fpy- hX^SRy- M:tt*B«ffiV p pm (=1 
0VSS) ^^15DL, t:* hIl:«r-^i:^i;T0V 
XtttBteVm (=8V8» S^-A^,. bfy hm\Z 
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(4 

5 

[0 0 0 4] 5 s — NANDtWODttOil 

[ooo 5] 5r-^«*ULtt, aiRsnfc^ty-fe^ 

y-hMI^-hSilf&Vcc (WtfSV) 
[0 0 0 6] tt*fflU»ffflD*f*S^S, M r«a* 

■Mlpy-h*«itf0. 5V (^'J7r-f^JE) JcLT 

[0 0 0 7] ^*U"fe;KOL#^«**0 VJCS* 

lT7-y>^ot, 0. 5 VJBLkfcfcoTUfcH 

sir* ^ u -fe;uT«»#ssn, " i " »€ra*^e 
£&m$n*. "o M wa*WB:n^t , jtii'T 

a**jefcWBsnfcfr>*5, ;*^eu-fe;u&»tns«* 
& Mflt-r * ^ u 7 r -f ^ an * urs a* is w- 6 n 

[0008] «#a*»fpt»«a^U7r^&*D 
t^t»LT«a*»iwi«fcsn, " i - 

[0 0 0 9] IKDNANDtMEEPROMT, 

-o" . "i" , "2" © 3 aicT*;: 
" o " »#a*«ttttL*^«a«A* " l " ft«a&tt 
m\*L$^m&W?Ltt0 Va^S 1/2 Vc c, "2" # 

-f£. «*O^U7r-f IiI»Ttt. "0" #€ra*#B 
**q£U-tr;P£, "1" Xtt "2" #£&*>FJ1© 

[ooio] i,*Ltt#f&. t^*cr>^u7r-f mmt& 
*K*m-&z\,*it*b* "2 M B^a^ttBic-r*;**'; 



> ^i¥7-9 3 97 9 

ftliiT«fcJ{)©^ "J 7 7 iff ft±T 1 / 2 V c c£TF 

©»€ra*^£ttBT*a»&, " i M »*a*3Fjea* 

+# t BBS nt L S 5 £ n 3BA**« o &. 

[0 0 11] »€r5i*^JEO»BS)»JhUT*« 
CD«aMU7 7-f £fT5Kfct, "i" Bfra*-h# 
<fc^ofc^^EU-fe;Hc5^b, "2" »£a*ttMfcrr* 
*%U^;McfiffS*&&«frfr>. "2" 

5tfc-5lc-rnjiJ;^. L*>L,C©««* M 2" ft^ 

tt»tcTa^*u-fe;Mc#LT*> "i" »tra*os)afc 
"2" »*a*«aBKrrs©T, f^wni^ 

[0 0 12] 

[&W&M&LJ:5 tTZtfLmi ^±©£5 ictfefetDN 
AND-fe;PfflEEPROMJC**E«S-fr, tt*©*CU 
77-f h«^'J77-f £fT*3 5 £1 

^U:7rY#*i;*fc^3HB*<*ofc. 

[0 0 13.] ±E»«*#BLTfc;&nfcfe 
©-?, -£©B *«©»»&£«?-* 

[0 0 14] 

[BB£B*-r*fc«>©^8U *ffn»±eiUI6ilKfe 
*«l (»*»l> tt, *«?-**E«i<rBfc*l«8tt 
K±©»R©fi«ttB&»fcii:;fc;* * U -fc; h U * 

^©^©•^ta^-^iiij&t, i^K^u-tr^ 
r u-r ^©aBfc©*^ y *jw::*n^n#j&"r*»sa 

HP*fc«»©*q&yt;W©B#a*» 

«s«©#B&«B-r *fc«>©»*a*^ ij77-f 
ft ««©#»* e »ea*5F+»© * * y -fe;Mc» l t 

©*H»fra*Sfr5i;'5fc, »*a*7 s -^lal»©rt 

fc»^<»*a*ftfpt, i*a*^»j7 7-ft, 

a*ttttt^**T|IOjgL^6fr5c:tJCcfcD«» 
^tC^-^S^a^^rfT^ <5. 
[0 0 15] *SB« («f*3B2) m^9*J#^ 

©»»©E««Bi: bTftjg©5r-^ ,§ i " (1=0, 

1, n-1 ;n^3) S»fct**EiL, 

"0" lcM«rr«EttKB»n»KBTft«^BBip 
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( 

7 

»c -^n-en^je*r a x- ^ ©s^cd^ * icj& i; r»a a* 

•J7 7^*8fc 2, ~ n-1) , x— ^0 

l<DT-2\£i&Pi®-mW.m^& (i = l. n- 
1) SBl©»ai&*^U7 7^afc**E«ttffi 

o&mtm i ox-^&FW-sjHS#af::£*-fi 
<fc d u ^)\som&&&»ft'&<DVtm&mj3t<tLZ> tr 

r^ <4 i w (1^1) <t&*^£ 

y-fe;nc#jsr«tfy h»«ffijW9»ai&*x--* 

tLT-feVX/EtSSfL t-9 M i" EWKDtttiiifc 

ort«&«jrr*j:3ir>;*/Ett$n*<fc5, ^^ey 
mm $ n e * t * ihj&cd x- * E«#a& & 

— * "i" tt&*^***)^MZ$$lfc*Z> : r—*mi& 
\z-o^T— S5E«r*fT^, 7 s — ^IslK©l*i*ir*^<» 

COO 1 6] r^T, **W<Da*U^JOKtt«tUT 

(1) 7-9m&\*. »*i&*»fP«pfc5 f -^®Bl3E* 
ttSfMWU ^^y-fe^OKM&Wjeo^^^KJBfc 

(2) m i jS3E«f^a», x-* 

x-^IhI&K^T* ^^UtMr-^ 14 i" <D»a 
cox-* £ > * y tM«|«t«&Mt<mottlt: 



5) »5B¥7 -9 3 9 7 9 

«^«, ^^y-fe^owMftx-^ "i" oDgaa^« 

■bi:rsu x-^isiafc^*y-fejKottj8«r#aa* 
» mv> Ktt K«#-r * «fc -5 Mfp-r -s 5 s - * ^e* $ n 

^ t U ■fe;K5«JBS:f 

io &\z&&^z&omw'?z>T-9*:T~9mm\zwt.ft. 
u & i <D? : -9®&te&-mmm&mz. 7-9 
" i" an<o»aa»«»t^-5'sia^ ; ey-fe;ue:#iS 

(3) ^*y^;utt*3»#B±»c«w«i«t«i»iy-h 

B*««itTfi*Of-* "I" (i=0, 1, - 
n-1 ; n^3) €l*^tflD**ST*lffi«l. SB 

©li ©^U:7r^*tite8HillU x-* "i" ttJBK 

(4) x-* "0" K:»«T*E«««ttfflf3ctt«T*o 
T, x-* "n-1" «»Jc»*r*Lavi«ttx-^ 
"0" «»fc»J6T<&ba^«i:*t)jS^a<, x- 
* "1" , "2" , "I" , - "n-2" &m\Z 
»*tSl*^Ittr-^ "0" ttMfcWJS-TSLa^ 
titt^x-* "n-1" «JBJC»*-r*Ua^«flDBflflD 

raot, x-* "o" La 

ifiWHfcx— * "1" , "2" , ~ "1" , — "n 
30 -2" ««l:»«T*l*^ttlttoTliT, mi^5S 
#a^^ ^r^fifcioWt'J -fe^fiDKa** 

^ y -tr^«DKiK«*aa»nfPttfiDKttfca}» 

^o«tB€»aa*»fp«r<D«ttK:«»-r * * 5 
sx-^t^si^jftjRioniEtry h»«ffijrK3fe-r 

SJBlOtfy M»«ffiR3£HBS««A/*i (l^i^ 
n-2) ©fta^'^T-ffaiaoT^t'Jt;!/ 

7-9 "j" (1 +i^j) «ttic«c*^a^^y-fe;p 

■fe^CDUitx-* "j" ©»a&WHBfcfc6J:5* 

^^ey-fe^oftjB*^-^ 14 j M »aa*««iK:tt** 
je\*v bmmmzmfe-rzm j cotfv h««&R£[n»s 

5^7 'J7r-ffcJ: 0 y -fe;KZ)»aa*»f^aco«l8dtffl 
751— 
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9 

1, I + l, i+2, n-lCDbfy hmttRttiel 

(5) x-^HJ&te* ***)t)U<Dtim&m2&&mftM 
o««l:S»T*J: 5 WWT **»S^ 

KOJ^lCJ&UTmi, i + 1, i+2, - n-lCD 
ify hil»«tt:»filsIj»fc:J:oT«iESnfc, S£i ogt* 
U y r <i tci o ;* * y ir;i^»€r &*»ff*«(0« 

i" (i = i, 2, - n-i) ZTK-tmm 

(7) Jg 1 ©t'^ h«l*ttK3£IiIBa:«*&»Rritlf v V 

Brt*ERBftt*Ottl*#* 1 <0*IEfcfy hi»«flr<bfc 
££5fcmjET&D, <j=2, 3, n-1) 

(8) **v*M**m<*B±\zmviW9tmtmwiy--b 
WMMsmutsn, MSfl^a^JSftsnNA 

(9) ^^U-lr^tt***»±Jr*#*tt»^*l»y-h 

CO 0 1 7] 

HWBJ *5MIK:«*>*#«I (nl) fBte^EEPRO 



(6) 1$$PF7 -9 3 9 7 9 

i #@0-tM-^;u-m " i " »*&*aH-#3MS*> 
^3i^+^s^s«ai*rs-fe>x7>^«A^. i 

SIOI^-Y^^T, "0" , "i — 1" #^&<^£ 

ai $ nt ^na» i y y y < ©ssicj: o ^ y 

im^^y-tr;VcD^^tifc<J:^lcfcf y hlMiJE£ 

»rr 2 <d^c y ? 7 4 mwfimt $ n*. 

CO 0 1 81 t*a*+»^€r-* i l/T 

fcwao«€ra*«ji8fc*LTif^v^^y-fe;^*n 
«. ^o^^y^©*fcH#*a***fr3b.ns<k5, 

[0 0 19] *«9iK:*5^Tra. #M^-^S^a^^ 
30 ffo^a, fl^<D^^y-fe;i/<o#^a^ttffl*«-t©BfM 

(D&fcu^friRmzmvT^zfr&frtimmznz. -t 
n\t. *<D**viz)i<D&\zm9&&&i!>tftt>nz>& 

au&iiDjgu, ^T<D^^y-t;w^fMo^a^ 

co 020] z<D£o\zi,T*5zmz&ti\3:, imom 

J:oT> «3»»JCx-^*#a^J»TUfc^^y-fe^ 
<Ol/#Viffi^/hS<-r*Cfc*. ittSKfT 5 litany 

[0 0 2 1] 

0U1 l©*lSOTIw«t)*N AND 

tMEE PROM©**i«€^P 

59 CO 0 2 2] ^^UtJPTH 1 (CMLT. 
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(7, 

11 

■»7 3MKiten«. e?MttmiaK2 f 

0B7H ^rtl^nti^J* • 5*3—^3, d^'t3- 
^8ICc£-oT3StR£n*. fcfy httMfH3K2tt. 
^Adl^JiS (I OSS) Z1tLXXthiJ : r-*&&®& 5 

AfcB^-^miaJS&Ste, R^fflaftlfc^^EU-fe^fl!) 

aJt^^-^Aa^SMfS-r^^-^AfflAAy 77 6 

[0 0 2 3] 02, @3fl ^'Jt^JHltk'y 

;UM1 — M8 i:S«h^>> J A^Sl , S2 T, NAN 
D^-fcJU£#tJ5&T*. NAND2Hr;WC0— JStekiy h« 
B-Ll:««$fU «Stt*5SV-X«V s £««<*n 
5. M^y-hSGl p SG2 , ^ffliy-hCGl -c a? 
G8 te, *8tflONANDa!-fe^T*#*n, 1 

*u*;wm-0>l*^«v tTx-^^iaftu vt^ 

0VJ£TFT&£«£- "0" Vt^OVPiil. 
SVEJITCD^ 44 1" =r-2. Vt*U. 5VJK±«« 

Ejrr*. wwy-h 30 

o 2^co^^u^;KDffiT3 try Ktf^-^sgeterr 

[0 0 2 4] ZaytrmmyZ-t >rt—9C II , CI2 
tCI3, CI4 Wn-?n7U7^-7D7^1^ 

^>/WCIl, CI2Ti^n^7'Jy^'7 

r-o - Ma*ftts^ "1" xtt 
*a\ "i M xtt "2 M v>mn*tm\sXto*in . & 

-f>/t— ^CI3, CI4Ti^W7Uyy-70 
* ^tt. r - 1 M •*a**'T-5*\ M 2 N 

»J-fe;W r "2" ©«*€r##LTV>Stf>. "0" Xtt 
[0 0 2 5] nfvWMOSh7>xX^^T, Q 50 



^§i¥7- 9 3 9 7 9 

iJ? 

nl tt, ^Jft-^WPREA* "H" £fc££^BE 
VPR*K*h«ceaM-*. Qn2 It b?yHMHMMI 

W®B*«3RT*. Qn3 -Qn6 , Qn9 -Qnl2 
±8©7 U y ^ • 7 n sp ^7 y «nTVi*r- 
^IC&UT, mfiEVBLH , VBLM , VBLL SBKMKH 
y h»fc1B»-r*. Qn7 f Qn8 te^-n^n{f#SA 
C2, SAC1 *«"H" tft*Irt7'Jy^v7D7 
^thfy h«^»iK-r*. Qnl3tt, 7>Jy^-7D7 
^K^y^SftTV** 1 S^CD^—^tf^THCa* 
Sa^ftaTSfcaJCKltSft*. Qnl4, Qnl5£Q 
nl6, , cs 

L2 751 "H" tftot, »J6t*7Uy^- 7D 7 ^ 

t-^amsioa, ioB*a«wtc*tt-r-6. 

[0 0 2 6] 3te*. BI3lr*5^T-f >A— 
9 (a) K*i"J;3fc**LTjrcLT^*a«, ^ntt0 
1 9 (b) icS-THBWirttft'DTVi*. dco^ 
5 £*JGfcSn&E E P ROM<£>®jf££|g4 -0 6 Ktfio 

«€rfc*»ffrB^'f5>^ 0 6tt^J7 7^fSl!*aiL 

[0 0 2 7] K^ffiinmi 2^Q»*tf-f*flO?* 
ff«n«. R*BL»l*<^;H4. *r«BEVPRj&«* 

7-4 >?\z2tiz>. m>x* s«y-hsGi, sg2 

, W»y— hCGl -CG3 , CG5 ~CG8 teVcc 

-5. matifc^tut^ovt^i. 5va±oD«-& 
0^0 "2" #»€ra*nT^**s-co 

[0 0 2 8] t>XStt^SEN2, SE 

N2B*«*n«l -L" . "H" . 7vf«WLA 
T2 , LAT2Bj&*«Ven "L" , "H" t^^T, ^ 
0 7^^^>/^CI3, CI4 Tl^n5 7 
U y^ - 7n«^ttiJt7hSn4. i^SAC2 *t 

"H" t^oT^ny^RIJfaSCO/t-^C 13 , CI 
4 T»^$n^7'J yuyfhVy bm\t»«ts 
tl. iTt>XSttfl;OTSEN2, SEN2B^n^ 

n "h" , "l" t^ortfy hiam^-fe>x$nfc 

7y^«^<l:ii^L AT2 , LAT2WZtL j etl 

3. CI4 T«t^$n^>7'J y^- 7D^t, 
r "2" ?-?ti\ 1" XH M 0" ^-^^j <D««*J 

[0029] K*mb»2i^-r^;witt*mbaiiij--f 

^^t, »«M»y— HCG4 ©«£E3^1. 5VTO< 
OVT^S^i:, ft^SEN2, SEN2B. LAT2. 
LAT2B, SAC2 OftbOtflf SENl , SEN1 
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B. LAT1 . LAT1B, S A C 1 MflAS ft* E 
JH3W >/*-*C II . CI2T«^n^7U7^« 

7D7 yic, r " 0 " " 1 " x« " 2 " 

[0 0 3 0] «±tt^bfe2^(OK*fflLU->f ^;wc«k 

SSn. ^t'Jt^OL^IVtttOVHTt&oT 

SGI, SG2 £2 0 VlCU *J»Y-hCGl -CG 

[0 0 3 1] »*a*»ff"Ctt, *fMft-i x<i*f 
PRE** "L" t/iotey h**«7n-T^ 

n*. M^y-hSGi sfttvcc, soty-kcgi -c 

GStfiVccttStl*. S^y-hSG2 tt«*fc*»fl£ 
4«0VT&£. ifVRFYl , VRFY2, 

FIM, F I H#Vcc£ft*. "0" g^&^C94S^ 
B, ^Oy^^^WWCIl, CI2T#§j£2 
n57'Jy^'7Dy^, * n yZnW&rt 20 

c 11 oa*jv m h" Kfcs^Sfcx-^a^y^sn 

XB "2" »€rii*o*'&ji, if7h»iove»-5. 
[0032] h^t, s^y-hsGi , wwy- hC 

Gl -CG8 , OTBLC, fl^VRFYl tmEEVS 
A75UOV, m^VBLH ^8V, ^JEEVBLM ' ifi 1 V £fc 

*CI3, CI4Ti«?n«7'Jy^-7Py^ 

zuyzmm^yrt— ?c 13 ©ta*** "h" 

B0V, M 0" •*ii*«)«dtt8VtftJ&. 

[0 0 3 3] - 1 " XB " 2 " tf y 

h«B,L £«»Y-hCG4 CDWfcMfcJ^T*^*** 

«B±#r*. TitM^i "2"#£& 

VKLT*«|lY-hCG4 1 9 VlC«fPL 40 

[0 0 3 4] «aa*ftfP©*7I^B, 3rj"»«Y-h 
SGI , ^ffiiy-hCGl -CG8^0V<i:U M 0" 
mZ&*m<D¥y h«BL(D«JS8 VBiinTO VfcU 

tyhsn*. coiHrtf^KiE-rst-^Wiw "2" x 

B " 1 " ©tt*aiT€TT, M 0 " 

[0 035] «aa*«fp«fc, *^y-fe;u<D»*a* 50 



&m¥> 7 - 9 3 9 7 9 

14 

7r-fR*ttil*H mEEVBLH BVcc, VBLL B0 
V, F IMB0 VT<&£. 
[0 0 3 6] ^>J7H B*fcBUi, 2^01W^ 

G4COm/£<h, g^VRFYl, VRFY2, F I 

^TUVRFYl O*) . ff-^VRFYl , VRFY2 
. F I HH MR*- hSGl, S G2 , «»Y- h 
CGI -CG8 #0 Vfcy-fey hanfcftTOTSEN 
1, S E NIB, LAT1 , LATlB*t^n*n , 

12 -ri^n57>j ^n^^u-ty h^n* 

fflWl. 5V mi^PJV) , 0V (S&.21M* 

;W i:»*lt, 2V , 0. sv 

2V{?)1) 0. 5Vot*vi|iT-s;>Mftt 

[00373 ^d 7 ^|si)b^>a^ci 

1. CI2Ti«Sn57Uy7 r -7n^l:7y« 
*lTV>£x-^ (datal), ^DyJrHJBSOA 
-*CI3, CI4Ti/$Sn<57'Jyy-7n y ^i; 
7yf$ntt^T-^ (data 2) 
^U-feJK7)L€rv^^J;oT^^^tf^ h»BL<D«B£ 
£tfcWr d a t a 1 B r " 0 " WZ&frl)\ " 1 " 
XB "2" ita^j "0" 
-&BQn 3B "ON" "1" XB "2" 

©«^JQn6*« "ON" ^HT$>^>. d a t a 2 B 
r "1" "2" S^^^J Sr^iffllL, 

"1" »€ra*©««-BQnlOB "ON" ttffi* "2" 
«#ii*©«^BQnll3&t "ON" ^r*^). 

[0038] "o" (ffl««ta*r 

B, ^^E'Jt^Or-^^ "0" T^^^e, ^j^iy- 
hCG4 d«2 Vttit^^'JtJH^oTfy h8« 
ffiB "L M ^oaft-^VRFYl *t "H" 

^^.hTfH^ Ki^BLB "H" £&*o 

[0 0 3 9] " 1 " 7 s --*«#a*l» (tDJB»#a*'7 s 
-^^ M 1 M ) O^U77-fRML»lt'f^W 
B, ^^U-fe;Vco^-^30t "i" 

G4 ^2 VfcMt^^Ut^fcioTIfy h*«ffiB 
"L" tfe*. f©»»^VRFYl tfi "H" 
<hT, KfC " 1 " ffjX^rd atal^"0"8 
^a^^^LTV^^tfy h«BLB "H" (060) 
(1) ) , $W<«lf y h«BLB "L" (m6<D(2) 
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[0040] u 2" (auBs^a*^ 

"2") ^U77^R*ttll^l^^^T 
( "2" »*iiWt») •HW-hCG4 #2 

tts (Ei6<o(5) ) . afc**u-fe;va* u 2 M 

t#i:feotl^*^ *WY-hCG4 j&$2VCft:o 
WfyhMtttt "H" (1216 <0(3) 

(4)) . 0 6<O(3) ttHfc "2" ftMt»tda t 10 
a 1# "0 M «€ra**^LTV^*-&T**. £C0*i 
£\ H^VRFYl *« "H" t^uiT. *JEVBHK: 
.fcoTfcfy HIBLttHSt$ns. 
[0 0 4 1] " 0 " ?-*^&*f$ («0S9§i*&*:r 
"0") ©^U 7 7<K*fflL*2lM^-C 
H ^^Ut^r-^^ "0" T&<5;^S, Mny— 
hCG4 #0. 5 V\ZUZ liMZ&^TMv h 

««tfc« "L" fifVRFYl j&i 

"H" tteZZLtTVy HBBUi "H" <h&*. 

[0042] " i M a? 

-^fl* "1") o^U7r^K*fflU»2lJ--f ^;WT 
"L" ttez (H6©(8) ) . £«*^u*fe;wi "i" 

0. SVICftoTfelf* h*t»£te "H" (0££T&S 

(H6©(6)(7)) . meo(6) \zmz M i M s^&^-h 

#Td atal^ "0" I^^LT^-SS^T^ 

ZCD^m^V RFYl & "H" t^artT, ^ 30 

[0043] "2- T-?m%sL*n mmw%&&7 £ 

tt, ^^'JWr-^** "2" t^*ttfT*5^S 
^^U ; -fe;UCDb#^ffiA«0. 5V^±T^ntf "2" $ 
£&*+#TfcT-h#Tt>, M«y-hCG4 **0. 5 
VfcfroTfcliy MMMfctt "H" <0££T&<5 (06 
CO (9) (10) ) . "2" *ta^+»T^^Ut;K0L 
* 1****0. 5V«T<0«^, tfyhtttt "L" JCfc* 
(06(0(11)) . 40 
[0 0 4 4] -£<0&, g^VRFYl , VRFY2, F 
IH^ "H" LteZZLt-V. WZ "2" 
d a t a ljftt "0" «ta*^LTlri5t$i;y h« 
BLir'H" (S6C0(9) ) . SfcfcOJhfy h»BL 



#§8¥7-9 3 9 7 9 
\Z "L" 0 6(0(10) (11)) <h£*. £<0^U 7T-f^ 
#a*«»*^S»€ra*?-^**T8BO (*1) G>«fc 



[0 0 4 5] 
»1] 



•fe A> CD 7* - * 


00011222 
01201012 




00010220 



(Si) a>s#a**cfc5fc, " i" *£&^je<oj**z 
U -fe;K0*?f * ** i " «£&*a*fr fcn, " 2 " 

"OFF" £fcD % flfPENDBiaoTf-^It 

[0 0 4 6] B 7 ttr-*©AB*lff ^< 5 
IT^O, (a) te^-^A**^ (b) teir 

is^[Hi?S2irA^-r^7 ; -^^^$nA^^n^ < > 

*VS87^6<£>3 fcf hrfrCO^— * (XI, X2, X3 ) 
tt, 2a<^)^^U-t;K05r— ^ (Yl . Y2 ) 

>rt—9Cll % CI2ti^n5l/vX^Rl 
13, CI4T«^n^l/yX^R2 I:, 5r-*Affl 
^JilOA, I O B LTMft^-^tfiRjesn*. 
i/vx^Ri , R2 K^y^nT^.&K^fflb?— ^ 
tt> f-^Affl^IOA, IOB^LTAffl*?- 

jLSn*27^A}g#{g^C S Lli£C S L2i^fp[— ^ 
\ZVX, -^(O^OIOA, I OB&2«Jttfc^tTH 
— # ^ A<0 2 ^>C0 &W$\Z7 ^-trX-f^S Z. t *> 

®%\z*imx. T2±xmM*M<?z?t&\z\*%}%:&) 
[0047] Tia<o (S2) teT-fxjjmv. tiMfr 

*><D3\iy bftC0<T—? (XI , X2 , X3 ) . 
±)V<D2-D<D^-^ (Yl , Y2 ) tYl , Y2 ^n^6 
n\Zttfo-rz>UzSX?Rl , R2 <D5 1 —5?(DM%^L< 

[0 0 4 8] 
[12] 
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17 



18 





— 9 




— 9 




-MOT, 




X, X a 


X, 


Y i 


Y 2 


mm mm 


mm mm 


0 0 


0 


0 


0 


H 




H 




0 0 


1 


0 


2 


H 




L 


L 


0 1 


0 


0 


1 


H 




L 


H 


0 1 


1 


1 


2 


L 


H 


L 


L 


1 0 


0 


1 


0 


L 


H 


H 




1 0 


1 


1 


1 


L 


H 


L 


H 


1 1 


0 


2 


0 


L 


L 


H 




1 1 


1 


2 


1 


L 


L 


L 


H 




2 


2 


L 


L 


L 


L 



[0 0 4 9] U^X^Ox-^tt^-^CSIl^OAffl* 
ft I OAO«J£l/^T*ai/T*«. ^-^AtfiAifc 



[0 0 5 0] 
[S3] 





I OA«g: 












•fe;l/Y 2 






mtti mm 






Yj 


Y 2 


X 


i x 2 x 3 


L 


L 


L 


L 


0 


0 


0 


0 0 


L 


L 


H 


H 


0 


2 


0 


0 1 


L 


L 


H 


L 


0 


1 


0 


1 0 


H 


L 


H 


H 


1 


2 


0 


1 1 


H 


L 


L 


L 


1 


0 


1 


0 0 


H 


L 


H 


L 


1 


1 


1 


0 1 


H 


H 


L 


L 


2 


0 


1 


1 0 


H 


H 


H 


L 


2 


1 


1 


1 1 


H 


H 


H 


H 


2 


2 





[0 0 5 1] ^^EU*fe;UCD2^5 ? ~^ (Yl , Y2 ) CO 

matt « 7 r -f Mgmmmz»m^ c t a w 

IBT**. :CT»W^f8S«r-^ (Yl , 40 
Y2) = (2, 2) K3ftK3tt'0>«. 
[0 0 5 2] BI8tt, EEPROM$n>hD-;i/t5 

-5. S«l «17Hl/X0-n) i£m,t>m 

&\J]2tlfc^Z:&. n = 3m+2 (m= 

o, i, 2. — .) -v$>n\xi$\z (xi , X2 , X3 ) # 



fct>©T. EEPROMAffiS-CX2 =0. X3 = 0 
±LT (XI , X2 , X3 ) eAtfttx-^XlftHKB 
fcA*"T<5. n = 3m+lOf§liX3=0WST* 

[0 0 5 3] ^#cl KLx-^S^j&^fcfrofc (®^2 
OSfti&^-^ttftT "0" ) aM9£fttt2£ 

AA-rnuj:^. *«io»»w*iaiT, 

2 C05fc^T HkXn + 1 = 3 mCD«-&te«« 1 co^ 
-^$r±T 0 *' « n + l-3m+2^7Hl/Xn 
-1, nOr-^SXl, X2 tlt7 HI/Xn + 10 
5 s — ^X3 fcljllto LWR 107HWXn-2 ^ TCOt*— 
*£±T "0", n + l = 3m+10^7Hl/XnCD 
r—f&Xl tLT7 H UX n + 1 , n + 2cox-*X 
2, X3 JCjiinL««lCDTHUXn- UTOr- ^ 

fe*r"o", tttfccfc^ znzvmmz. eep 
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19 

3) H^LT&*«£5K (XI , X2 , X3 ) t (Yl 
, Y2 ) OM«W:ft£nTV>-5. (*2) Stf (3c 
3) fc^LT*<5 (XI . X2 . X3 ) t (Yl . Y2 

[0 0 5 4] 1219 (a) \t % T—*m&jL&7frXVX 

*. j^o*ttEEPROMrtTra»w»cff3bn-6. 

[0 0 5 5] 09 (b) tt, 56JD5 s -^»*a*rjWd' 



10 



[0 0 5 6] 01OH £0£3lC#l/£3ttfcEEPR 

rvi*. "i" 5 f -^^»#a*n<&^^u-fe;wa: 

<5. TISCD («4) \Zs «*i£J3k K*aU ^ 

-r. 

[0 0 5 7] 
[*4] 





m * 




Wc tti L 








mm mm 


lift** 12ft H 












8 L 


2 0V 


8V IV OV 


"h" wir 


B6#J8 


SGI 


2 0V 


1 1 OV 


5 V 


5 V 


CGI 


OV 


1 ov 


5 V 


5 V 


CG2 


0 V 


1 0 v 


5 V 


5 V 


CG3 


OV 


1 ov 


5 V 


5 V 


CG4 


ov 


2 0V 


1.5 V 0 V 


2 V 0.5 V 


CG5 


ov 


1 ov 


5 V 


5 V 


CG6 


OV 


1 0 V 


5 V 


5 V 


CG7 


O V 


1 0 V 


5 V 


5 V 


CG8 


O V 


1 0 V 


5 V 


5 V 


SG2 


2 O V 


0 V 


5 V 


5 V 


V 3 


2 OV 


0 V 


0 V 


0 V 


Ptell 


2 0V 


ov 


0 V 


0 V 



[0 0 5 8] mi Hi, *5Ba0»2 0£ftMfc&l** 40 
NORtJUEEPROMO, ^'JWKltt! 

<h&is;*n*. i *©M«y- h wl s^tts^ t u 

IV tTx-^&EttU V t tfVccJBLhTfc**^ 
"0" 5 s — Vt#VccKT2, 5VPilO«^ 
"1"^—^, Vt^2. 5 VJBATO VJ!^±<Z>*§^ 
"2" ^-*<2:LTfet&f l-3©**»J-fe;H?3 0 50 



•npy-ht*«rr*Bi'&5 2ao^-Eu 

[0 0 5 9] ^D^H^>A-^CI5, CI6 
tCI7, C 18 Wn-ftl7U'^- 7ny7$»^ 

nsr^i*. r-o" »*&*fc-r**, "i" xtt 



—757— 



JP 7-93979 „ _ „ _ _ _ P age 12 of 21 



(12) 

21 

"2" »€ra^Sr<&^J * £S#ii*x-*«?fi<i:L 
Xyy^L, **eV-k)l>& r "0 M LTV 

" i H x\t "2 - ©nm*«»LT^*^j , $ 
* r " i " §£&*£-r*a\ " 2 " 

"1" ©W**:«»LTV>**J , £&*tfiL5 : --*'« 

[0 0.6.0] n^v^MOS h ^ £>rt, Qn 

18tt, ^'Jft-yi^PRE^ M H" £&*£mi£V 
PR*tfy h«KIIEar-&. Qnl9tt, £?httffiRA* 
BLC# M H" tftoTKy mt^K&fcTy hiRttffl 
IsIB*»«'r*. Qn20-Qn23, Q n25-Qn28te, 
±*0 7'J • yUy^ZvyttflX^Zr— 2\Z 
^Ct, ^JEVBLH , VBLM , 0 V^S^WlC My bWt 
\ZU3£T*. Qn24, Q29\tttl^nm^S AC2 , S 
AC1 & 44 H" LteZZtTy ] ) y? - 7ny?£\±y 
hmZ&tglTZ. Qn30«, 7>J»y^« 7P7?l:7-; 20 

ffi-r*fcae>»rRtt&n*. Qn31, Qn32<hQn33, Q 
n34tt-tn-en*^A««i«#CSLl , CSL2 # 
"H" t)iot, ^n7'J7 7''7D7^r^ 

C0 0 6 1]^iC» CCDJ;?;r«/&SnfcEEPROM 
©ftf^SHl 2-1 4!C!eoTR^-r<&. BU2ttR* 

thLm ft cd mi 3tt«€rj^*»fP©^<5 

>2\ 0 1 4fKU77^Mll^<^>^ 
[0 0 6 2] B*iiJl»ff|J, 2OC0S*^^;i^T^ 

ft-xilfPRE^ "L" t^Ttyh»tt7D- 

x*>^fca>i*. «^t, *iiffliy-hwL«2. 5v 
<o«^<o*. ^^Dr-^ "2" **«*&3jnT^*» 

[0 0 6 3] t>XISttftWSEN2, SE 

N2B^n^n "L" . "H" , yy^mmtm^LA 40 
T2 , LAT2B^n-€ r n "L" p "H" tfioT, ^ 
D^^a>f>;WC 17 , CI8TM^7 

u^y- 7Dy^iijt^ h$ns. ^sac2 a* 

"H" ^oT^D^^-fW^Cn, CI 
8 Ti«Sn-57U • yny7L\£y hIRttttttS 
n> *ft>XSttftOTSEN2 ( SEN2B^n-e 

n "h" , "l" N*««[*t-fe>x*nfc 

5yf : iSttfcMLAT2 l L AT2B#*-n-?tl 
7 . C I 8 n* 7'Jy?' -/yjc, 50 



3 9 7 9 

22 

r "2 M "i" xte "0" ^-^t&m <z>«« 

[0 0 6 4] mfrthism2y-<i2Mzm&mLmi*M 

ccTfe^Ii, ff^SEN2. SEN2B. LAT2 , L 
AT2B, SAC2 (O^OtCfl^SENl , S E NIB, 
LAT1 , LAT1B. SAC1 tf*£ii# £ H 

a-fwwcis, c i6 -cKUEEsn-s^u^^- 7 
p y yic, r " o " ^-^^ ** l " xte " 2 " 5r-* 

[0 0 6 5] a±KMUfc2^0R*fflL^-<^;WC < fc 
0 VlCLTfTfrn*. 

[0066] ^r^u^v-^m-^ 

PRE** "L " t^oTHy Ml^7P-f-f >^IC$ 
ft*. ff^VRFYl , VRFY2, F I M, F I 
VcctteZ. "2" *€T5i*©«^«, pay ? mm* 
-f>n-*CI5. CI6Ti^n-67U^^'7D 

"h" «c^s<t-5Jc^-^d^u/^nT^^fc8i, tr 

-;F»i0VT*5. u l" Xtt "2" •«&&4>««- 

[0 0 6 7] «V>T, I^BLC, VRFY2 , F I 
M. F I L£«JBEVSAaU 0 V, mjEVBLH #8 V, ^ 
BEVBLM #7 Vt^. " 1 w 

y^mm^ >n-&c n , cis tffl^n§7u 

y?*yuy 7\z* pay? mm*^ >rt—& C 17 O 
m^J^ "H" l^^ct^CT^^^-y^nTl^/S: 

tr^ h»BLtH7 vtfiwmzn*. "2- 

[0 0 6 8] " 1 " Xtt " 2 - H y 

v m b l t w»y- h w l oim j; o xm^^ ^ ^ 
wztttitisX** u -fe;Ko«^»«s^e»wr^^« 

7 VICUTjSI»y-hWLt©«tt3»S: 1 9VJC3(^fPU 
TV^. ■ 0 W If y h»«ffi0VJCio 

x**v±)v<Dv$\,*m\z&&mz\2mt>$ifr^. 
[0 0 6 9] 9i*iL&wnm\z* ^*u-fe;Kz)«€ra* 

77^MI1 1 H mjEVBLH liVcc, FIMttOV 

x$>z>. 
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[0 0 7 0] ^U7 7<a*ffllH 2t>0g#lM^ 
L<Dmj£t* ft^VRFYl , VRFY2, F I H&tft 

tiznzzt-e&z (^u^r^^mts&iiM^ 

TttVRFYl 0*) . ft^VRFYl , VRFY2, 
F I HH fflWY-bWL&O VlZV-ty hZtlJt&-C 
I^SENl , S E N IB, L ATI , LATlBrt^ft^ 

n "l- , "h" , "l" . "h" icfcatticuAsn 

CIS, C 16 TJBjSSn^^Us/^ • 7Py^'Jt 

tt, tt*ttJLB©2. 5V (Il^^JW , Vcc (SB 
2*M P *;» tlttJfcLT, 2V mi*M>7)V) % 4V 

[oo7i] :cr(i ^o^^PIffli^wwci 

tlTl^f-^ (d a t a 1) , ?ny?mmj£<i >n 20 
-?ci7, c 1 8 -cm&2tiz>y l Jv7 - 7ay?\z 

7 7f^ntV^r-^ (data2) tmftZtUt* 
^UtMllT^WCioTfttSlfy h$IBL0^I£ 
*R9Jf*. d a t a 1 \t r "0" M 1 " 

Xtt "2" »€r&**VI £*»PU "0" S#&*0« 
-&«Qn20tt "ON" "1" Xte "2" 

0*-&ttQn23a* "ON" tfSBT&£. d a t a 2te 
r -l- "2" 

"1" «#&*0»&kJ:Qn26tt "ON" ttffi, M 2" 
»«&*0»&ttQn27# "ON w ^IT$>^. tf> 

[0072] "o" (smm&iL*? 

"0") 0^U:7r<K*tfiL8illM?;l'T 
\t. j^y-tr;^^-*** "o" Tfc£rt^ fW»y- 

hWL#2 VKfcoTfclfy btt«Stti M H" 0££T 
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(54) [Title of the Invention] NONVOLATILE SEMICONDUCTOR 
STORAGE DEVICE 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Problem] To provide an EEPROM, which may store ternary 
information, and attain high-speed write verification 
operation without causing any erroneous verification* 
[Means for Resolution] This EEPROM has a memory cell array 
1 in which electrically rewritable memory cells are arranged 
in a matrix, and one memory cell is given three storage states. 
The EEPROM includes: a plurality of data circuits for 
temporarily storing the data for controlling the write 
operation state of a plurality of memory cells; a write circuit 
for performing write operation according to the contents of 
the data circuits respectively corresponding to the memory 
cells; write verification circuit for verifying the state of 
the memory cell after the write operation; and a data updating 
circuit for updating the contents of the data circuit to rewrite 
only to the memory cell insufficient of writing according to 
the contents of the data circuit and the state of the memory 
cell after the write operation, wherein the writing based on 
the contents of the data circuit, the write verification 
operation and the updating of the contents of the data circuit 
are repeated until the plurality of memory cells enters a 
predetermined write state. 
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[Claims ] 

[Claim 1] A nonvolatile semiconductor storage device, 
comprising: a memory cell array where electrically rewritable 
memory cells to which three or more storage states are given 
are arranged in a matrix; a plurality of data circuits for 
temporarily storing the data for controlling the write 
operation state of a plurality of memory cells in the memory 
cell array; a write means for performing write operation to 
the plurality of memory cells according to the contents of the 
respective corresponding data circuits; write verification 
means for verifying the state of the plurality of memory cells 
after the write operation; and means for updating the contents 
of the data circuits to rewrite only to the memory cell 
insufficient of writing according to the contents of the data 
circuit and the state of the memory cell after the write 
operation, wherein the write operation based on the contents 
of the data circuit, the write verification operation and the 
updating of the contents of the data circuit are repeated until 
the plurality of memory cells enter a predetermined write state 
to thereby electrically write data. 

[Claim 2] A nonvolatile semiconductor storage device, 
having a memory cell array where electrically rewritable memory 
cells are arranged in a matrix, one memory cell is put in three 
or more storage states to have arbitrary data " i" (i = 0, 1 
to n-1; ns>3 ) and store the multivalued data, and the storage 
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state corresponding to the data "0" is the erase state, 
comprising: 

a plurality of data circuits having both a function of 
sensing data as a sense amplifier and a function of storing 
the sensed information as data for controlling the write 
operation state of a plurality of memory cells in the memory 
cell array ; 

write means for performing write operation according to 
the contents of the data circuits respectively corresponding 
to the plurality of memory cells; 

i-th (i = 1, 2, to n-1) write verification means for 
verifying whether or not the state of the plurality of memory 
cells after the write operation enters the data "1" storage 
state; 

i-th (i = 1, 2, to n-1) data circuit contents batch 
updating means for batch updating the contents of the data 
circuit concerning the data circuit corresponding to the memory 
cell, which is to be data "i", to rewrite only to the memory 
cell insufficient of writing according to the contents of the 
data circuit and the state of the memory cell after the write 
operation; and 

data circuit contents updating means for verifying the 
storage state using the i-th write verification means and batch 
updating using the i-th data circuit contents batch updating 
means concerning the data "1" to the data "n-1" (n-1) times 
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to thereby update the contents concerning all of the data 
circuits, wherein 

the i-th data circuit contents batch updating means 
corrects the potential of the bit line to which the state of 
the memory cell after the write operation is output according 
to the contents of the data circuit so that in the potential 
of the bit line to which the state of the memory cell after 
the write operation is output by the i-th write verification 
means, the potential of the bit line corresponding to the memory 
cell, which is to enter the data "i" state (i s= 1), is 
sensed/stored as rewrite data, and the potential of the bit 
line corresponding to the memory cell, which is to enter the 
state except the data "i" is sensed/stored to hold the contents 
of the data circuit, holds the data storage state of the data 
circuit until the potential of the bit line is corrected, and 
operates the data circuit as a sense amplifier while the 
corrected potential of the bit line is kept to batch update 
the contents of the data circuit corresponding to the memory 
cell, which is to enter the data "i" state, and 

the write operation based on the contents of the data 
circuit and the updating of the contents of the data circuit 
are repeatedly performed until the plurality of memory cells 
enter a predetermined write state to thereby electrically write 
data. 

[Claim 3] The nonvolatile semiconductor storage device 
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according to claim 2, wherein 

the data circuit controls the write operation state of 
the memory cell according to the data stored in the data circuit 
during the write operation and controls whether the state of 
the memory cell is changed to enter a predetermined write state, 
or the state of the memory cell is held in the state before 
the write operation, 

the i-th data circuit contents batch updating means, 
concerning the data circuit corresponding to the memory cell, 
which is to enter the data " i" write state, changes the data 
of the date circuit to the data for controlling to hold the 
state of the memory cell in the state before the write operation 
in the case where the memory cell corresponding to the data 
circuit storing the data for controlling the memory cell to 
change to enter the data "1" write state reaches the data " i" 
write state, sets the data for controlling to change the state 
of the memory cell to enter the data "i" write state in the 
data circuit in the case where the memory cell corresponding 
to the data circuit storing the data for controlling the memory 
cell to change to enter the data "1" write state does not reach 
the data "i" write state, and sets the data for controlling 
to hold the state of the memory cell in the state before the 
write operation in the case where the data for controlling to 
hold the state of the memory cell in the state before the write 
operation is stored in the data circuit, and also 
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the i-th data circuit contents batch updating means makes 
no alteration concerning the data circuit corresponding to the 
memory cell, which is to enter the write state except the data 
"i" . 

[Claim 4] The nonvolatile semiconductor storage device 
according to claim 3, wherein the memory cell is constructed 
by stacking a charge storage layer and a control gate on a 
semiconductor layer, and adapted to multivalued-store 
arbitrary data "i" (i = 0, 1, to n-1; n^3 ) in the three or more 
valued storage states at the size of a threshold value, and 
a predetermined i-th verification potential is applied 
to the control gate by the i-th write verification means to 
verify whether or not the threshold value of the memory cell, 
which is to enter the data "i" state, is a desired threshold 
value . 

[Claim 5] The nonvolatile semiconductor storage device 
according to claim 4, wherein the storage state corresponding 
to data "0" is the erase state, the threshold corresponding 
to the data "n-1" state has the largest difference from the 
threshold corresponding to the data "0", the thresholds 
corresponding to the data "1" , "2", through "i", to "n-2" states 
are the values ranging from the threshold corresponding to the 
data "0" state to the threshold corresponding to the data "n-1" 
state, and the thresholds corresponding to the data "1", "2", 
through "i", to "n-2" states in the order of increasing the 
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threshold corresponding to the data "0" state, the nonvolatile 
semiconductor storage device includes: 

a first bit line potential setting circuit for setting 
only the potential of the bit line corresponding to the data 
circuit , the contents of which is the data controlling to hold 
the state of the memory cell in the state before the write 
operation in the potential of the bit line to which the state 
of the memory cell after the writing is output by the i-th write 
verification means to a first correction bit line potential 
to become the data controlling to hold the state of the memory 
cell in the state before the write operation when it is sensed 
by the data circuit; and 

a j-th bit line potential setting circuit for setting 
only the potential of the bit line corresponding to the data 
circuit, the contents of which is the data controlling to change 
the state of the memory cell to the data " j" write state among 
the bit lines corresponding to the memory cells, which are to 
enter the data "j" (i+ 1<; j ) state, in the potential of the bit 
line to which the state of the memory cell after the writing 
is output by the i-th (l<;i<;n-2) write verification means to 
a second correction bit line potential to become the data 
controlling to change the state of the memory cell to the data 
"j" write state when it is sensed by the data circuit, and 

in order to update the contents of the data circuits, 
the potential of the bit line to which the state of the memory 
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cell after write operation is output by the i-th write 
verification is corrected to the contents of the data circuits 
by the first, (i+l)-th, (i+2)-th, through (n-l)-th bit line 
potential setting circuits. 

[Claim 6] The nonvolatile semiconductor storage device 
according to claim 5, wherein the data circuit is formed of 
a first data storage part storing whether or not the state of 
the memory cell is controlled to hold in the state before the 
write operation as information, and a second data storage part 
storing the information showing the write state "i" (i = 1, 
2, to n-1) to be stored by the memory cell in the case where 
the information of the first data storage part is the 
information that the state of the memory cell is not controlled 
to hold in the state before the write operation, and 

the first data storage part has a function of 
sensing/storing the potential of the bit line to which the state 
of the memory cell after the write operation is output by the 
i-th write verification, which is corrected by the first, 
(i+l)-th, (i+2)-th, to (n-l)-th bit line potential setting 
circuits according to the contents of the data circuit in order 
to update the contents of the data circuit. 

[Claim 7] The nonvolatile semiconductor storage device 
according to claim 6, wherein the nonvolatile semiconductor 
storage device includes: 

a write protection bit line voltage output circuit for 
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outputting the write protection bit line voltage to the bit 
line in the write operation in the case where the information 
of the first data storage part is the information that the state 
of the memory cell is controlled to hold in the state before 
the write operation; and 

an i-th write bit line voltage output circuit for 
outputting the bit line voltage in the i-th writing according 
to the information showing the write state "i" (i = 1, 2, to 
n-1) to be stored by the memory cell in the second data storage 
part in the case where the information of the first data storage 
part is the information that the state of the memory cell is 
not controlled to hold in the state before the write operation. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Field of Application] 

This invention relates to an electrically rewritable 
nonvolatile semiconductor storage device (EEPROM) and 
particularly to the multivalued storage EEPROM in which the 
information of one or more bits is stored in one memory cell. 
[0002] 
[Prior Art] 

NAND type EEPROM enabling high integration is known as 
one of the EEPROMs . In this EEPROM/ two or more memory cells 
are connected in series with the sources and drains thereof 
shaped between the adjacent ones to form one unit, which is 
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connected to a bit line. Generally the memory cell has an 
FETMOS structure in which a charge storage layer and a control 
gate are stacked. The memory cell array is integrated in a 
p-type well formed in a p-type substrate or an n-type substrate. 
The drain side of the NAND cell is connected to the bit line 
through a select gate, and the source side is also connected 
to a common source line through a select gate. The control 
gates of the memory cell are continuously disposed in the row 
direction to form a word line. 
[0003] 

The operation of this NAND cell type EEPROM is as follows . 
Data is written in the memory cells in order from the memory 
cell positioned most away from the bit line first . High voltage 
Vpp (about 20V) is applied to the control gate of the selected 
memory cell to thereby apply intermediate voltage Vppm (about 
100V) to the control gate and the select gate of the memory 
cell on the bit line side, and apply 0V or intermediate voltage 
Vm (about 8V) to the bit line according to the data. When 0V 
is applied to the bit line, the potential is transferred to 
the drain of the selected memory cell, thereby causing 
injection of the electrons into the charge storage layer. Thus, 
the threshold of the selected memory cell is shifted in the 
positive direction. This state is taken as "1", for example. 
When Vm is applied to the bit line, injection of electrons is 
not caused effectively, so that the threshold will not change 
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and stop negative. This state is the erase state, which is 
taken as "0". Data is simultaneously written to the memory 
cell sharing the control gate. 
[0004] 

Data is erased to all of the memory cells in the NAND 
cell at the same time. That is, all of the control gates are 
set to 0V, and the p-type well is set to 20V. At the time, 
the select gate, the bit line and the source line are also set 
to 20V. Thus, the electros of the charge storage layer are 
emitted to the p-type well in all of the memory cells so that 
the threshold is shifted in the negative direction. 
[0005] 

Data is read by setting the control gate of the selected 
memory cell at 0V, the control gates and the select gates of 
the other memory cells at the power supply potential Vcc (e.g. 
5V) and detecting whether or not a current flows through the 
selected memory cell. 
[0006] 

Because of the constraint on the read operation, the 
threshold after "1" is written should be controlled to range 
from 0V to Vcc. Therefore, rewrite data is set so that the 
write verification is performed to detect only the memory cell 
insufficient of writing "1" , and rewriting is performed only 
to the memory cell insufficient of writing "1" (verification 
bit by bit. The memory cell insufficient of writing "1" is 
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detected by setting the selected control gate to 0.5V, for 

example , (verification voltage) to read. 

[0007] 

That is , when the threshold of the memory cell has a margin 
to 0V so that it does not exceed 0.5V, a current flows through 
the selected memory cell, which is detected to be insufficient 
of writing "1". Since naturally a current flow through the 
memory cell to be put in the "0" write state, a circuit called 
a verification circuit for compensating for a current flowing 
through the memory cell is provided so that this memory cell 
is not mistaken to be insufficient of writing "1". By the 
verification circuit, write verification can be executed at 
high speed. 
[0008] 

Data is written by repeating the write operation and the 
write verification, thereby optimizing the write time for the 
individual memory cells so that the threshold after writing 
"1" is controlled to range from 0V to Vcc. 
[0009] 

In order to implement multivalued storage in this NAND 
cell type EEPROM, it is considered that the state after writing 
is set to three states, "0", "1" and "2". In the "0" write 
state, the threshold is negative, in the "1" write state, the 
threshold ranges from 0V to l/2Vcc, and in the "2" write state, 
the threshold ranges from l/2Vcc to Vcc. In the conventional 
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verification circuit, the memory cell to be put in the "0" write 
state can be prevented from being mistaken for the memory cell 
insufficient of writing "1" or "2". 
[0010] 

The conventional verification circuit, however, has the 
disadvantage that since it is not for multivalued storage, in 
the case where the memory cell to be put in the "2" write state 
is insufficient of writing so that the threshold thereof is 
from the verification voltage for detecting whether or not it 
is insufficient of writing "1" to l/2Vcc, both inclusive, at 
the time of detecting whether or not it is insufficient of 
writing "1", no current flows through the memory cell, which 
is mistaken for the write insufficient one. 
[0011] 

In order to prevent mistaking for write insufficiency 
and perform multivalued write verification, it will be 
sufficient that verification write is performed by rewriting 
to the memory cell to be put in the "2" write state, which has 
entered the "1" write sufficient state, and detecting whether 
or not it is insufficient of writing "2" . In this case, however, 
since the memory cell to be put in the "2" write state is also 
put in the "2" write state after writing "1", it takes much 
time to write so that the write speed is low. 
[0012] 

[Problems that the Invention is to Solve] 



14 



As described above, the conventional EEPROM has the 
problem that when multivalued information is stored in the 
conventional NAND cell type EEPROM and verification is 
performed bit by bit in the conventional verification circuit, 
erroneous verification is caused. 
[0013] 

The invention has been made in the light of the above 
circumstances and it is an object of the invention to provide 
an EEPROM, which may store multivalued information and 
accelerate the write verification operation without causing 
any erroneous verification. 
[0014] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

The invention adopts the following constitution in order 
to solve the above problems. That is, the invention (claim 
1 ) is characterized in that a nonvolatile semiconductor storage 
device capable of storing multivalued data includes: a memory 
cell array where electrically rewritable memory cells to which 
three or more storage states are given are arranged in a matrix; 
a plurality of write data circuits for temporarily storing the 
data for controlling the write operation state of a plurality 
of memory cells; a write means for simultaneously performing 
write operation to the plurality of memory cells in the memory 
cell array according to the contents of the respective 
corresponding data circuits; write verification means for 
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simultaneously verifying the state of the plurality of memory 
cells after the write operation; and means for updating the 
contents of the write data circuits to rewrite only to the 
memory cell insufficient of writing according to the contents 
of the write data circuit and the state of the memory cell after 
the write operation, and the write operation based on the 
contents of the write data circuit, the write verification and 
the updating of the contents of the data circuit are repeated 
until the memory cells enter a predetermined write state. 
[0015] 

Further, the invention (claim 2) is characterized in that 
a nonvolatile semiconductor storage device having a memory cell 
array in which electrically rewritable memory cells are 
arranged in a matrix, one memory cell is put in three or more 
storage states to have arbitrary data "i" (i = 0, 1 to n-1; 

ns3 ) and store the multivalued data, and the storage state 
corresponding to the data "0" is the erase state, includes: 
a plurality of data circuits having both a function as a sense 
amplifier and a function of storing the sensed information as 
data for controlling the write operation state of the memory 
cells; write means for simultaneously performing write 
operation to the plurality of memory cells in the memory cell 
array according to the contents of the respective corresponding 
data circuits; i-th write verification means for 
simultaneously verifying whether or not the state of the 
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plurality of memory cells after the write operation enters the 
data "1" storage state (1 = 1, 2, through n-1) ; i-th data circuit 
contents batch updating means (i = 1 through n-1) for batch 
updating the contents of the data circuit concerning the data 
circuit corresponding to the memory cell, which is to be data 
"i" , to rewrite only to the memory cell insufficient of writing 
according to the contents of the data circuit and the state 
of the memory cell after the write operation; and data circuit 
contents updating means for verifying the storage state using 
the i-th write verification means and batch updating using the 
i-th data circuit contents batch updating means concerning the 
data "1" to the data "n-1" (n-1) times to thereby update the 
contents concerning all of the plurality of data circuits , 
wherein the i-th data circuit contents batch updating means 
corrects the potential of the bit line to which the state of 
the memory cell after the write operation is output according 
to the contents of the data circuit so that in the potential 
of the bit line to which the state of the memory cell after 
the write operation is output by the i-th write verification 
means , the potential of the bit line corresponding to the memory 
cell, which is to enter the data "i" state (i ^ 1), is 
sensed/stored as rewrite data, and the potential of the bit 
line corresponding to the memory cell, which is to enter the 
state except the data " i" is sensed/stored to hold the contents 
of the data circuit, holds the data storage state of the data 
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circuit until the potential of the bit line is corrected , and 
operates the data circuit as a sense amplifier while the 
corrected potential of the bit line is kept to batch update 
the contents of the data circuit corresponding to the memory 
cell, which is to enter the data "i" state, and the write 
operation based on the contents of the data circuit and the 
updating of the contents of the data circuit are repeatedly 
performed until the memory cells enter a predetermined write 
state to thereby electrically write data. 
[0016] 

The following are cited as preferable modes for carrying 
out the invention* 

(1) A data circuit controls the write operation state of the 
memory cell according to the data stored in the data circuit 
during the write operation and controls whether the state of 
the memory cell is changed to enter a predetermined write state, 
or the state of the memory cell is held in the state before 
the write operation. 

(2) The i-th data circuit contents batch updating means, 
concerning the data circuit corresponding to the memory cell, 
which is to enter the data " i" write state, changes the data 
of the date circuit to the data for controlling to hold the 
state of the memory cell in the state before the write operation 
in the case where the memory cell corresponding to the data 
circuit storing the data for controlling the memory cell to 
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change to enter the data "1" write state reaches the data " i" 
write state, sets the data for controlling to change the state 
of the memory cell to enter the data "i" write state in the 
data circuit in the case where the memory cell corresponding 
to the data circuit storing the data for controlling the memory 
cell to change to enter the data "1" write state does not reach 
the data "i" write state, and sets the data for controlling 
to hold the state of the memory cell in the state before the 
write operation in the case where the data for controlling to 
hold the state of the memory cell in the state before the write 
operation is stored in the data circuit, and also the i-th data 
circuit contents batch updating means makes no alteration 
concerning the data circuit corresponding to the memory cell, 
which is to enter the write state except the data "i". 

(3) A memory cell is constructed by stacking a charge storage 
layer and a control gate on a semiconductor layer, the memory 
cell is adapted to multivalued-store arbitrary data "i" (i = 
0, 1, to n-1; n=>3 ) in the three or more valued storage states 
at the size of a threshold value, and a predetermined i-th 
verification potential is applied to the control gate by the 
i-th write verification means to verify whether or not the 
threshold value of the memory cell, which is to enter the data 
"i" state, is a desired threshold value, 

(4) The storage state corresponding to data "0" is the erase 
state, the threshold corresponding to the data "n-1" state has 
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the largest difference from the threshold corresponding to the 
data "0", the thresholds corresponding to the data "1", "2" , 
through "i", to "n-2" states are the values ranging from the 
threshold corresponding to the data "0" state to the threshold 
corresponding to the data "n-1" state, and the thresholds 
corresponding to the data "1", "2", through "i", to "n-2" 
states in the order of increasing the threshold corresponding 
to the data "0" state, the nonvolatile semiconductor storage 
device includes: a first bit line potential setting circuit 
for setting only the potential of the bit line corresponding 
to the data circuit, the contents of which is the data 
controlling to hold the state of the memory cell in the state 
before the write operation in the potential of the bit line 
to which the state of the memory cell after the writing is output 
by the i-th write verification means to a first correction bit 
line potential to become the data controlling to hold the state 
of the memory cell in the state before the write operation when 
it is sensed by the data circuit; and a j-th bit line potential 
setting circuit for setting only the potential of the bit line 
corresponding to the data circuit, the contents of which is 
the data controlling to change the state of the memory cell 
to the data "j" write state among the bit lines corresponding 
to the memory cells, which are to enter the data "j" ( i+ l^j) 
state, in the potential of the bit line to which the state of 
the memory cell after the writing is output by the i-th ( l«si<;n-2 ) 
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write verification means to a second correction bit line 
potential to become the data controlling to change the state 
of the memory cell to the data " j" write state when it is sensed 
by the data circuit, and in order to update the contents of 
the data circuits, the potential of the bit line to which the 
state of the memory cell after write operation is output by 
the i-th write verification is corrected to the contents of 
the data circuits by the first, (i+l)-th, (i+2)-th, through 
(n-l)-th bit line potential setting circuits. 

( 5 ) A data circuit is formed of a first data storage part storing 
whether or not the state of the memory cell is controlled to 
hold in the state before the write operation as information, 
and a second data storage part storing the information showing 
the write state "i" ( i = 1 , 2 , to n-1 ) to be stored by the memory 
cell in the case where the information of the first data storage 
part is the information that the state of the memory cell is 
not controlled to hold in the state before the write operation, 
and the first data storage part has a function of 
sensing/storing the potential of the bit line to which the state 
of the memory cell after the write operation is output by the 
i-th write verification, which is corrected by the first, 
(i+l)-th, (i+2)-th, to (n-l)-th bit line potential setting 
circuits according to the contents of the data circuit in order 
to update the contents of the data circuit. 

(6) A nonvolatile semiconductor storage device includes: a 
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write protection bit line voltage output circuit for outputting 
the write protection bit line voltage to the bit line in the 
write operation in the case where the information of the first 
data storage part is the information that the state of the 
memory cell is controlled to hold in the state before the write 
operation; and an i-th write bit line voltage output circuit 
for outputting the bit line voltage in the i-th writing 
according to the information showing the write state "i" (i 
= 1, 2, to n-1) to be stored by the memory cell in the second 
data storage part in the case where the information of the first 
data storage part is the information that the state of the 
memory cell is not controlled to hold in the state before the 
write operation. 

(7) A first bit line potential setting circuit and a write 
protection bit line voltage output circuit are a common first 
bit line voltage control circuit, the input voltage of which 
is the voltage such that in writing, the output becomes write 
protection bit line voltage, and the voltage such that in 
updating the contents of the data circuit, the output becomes 
a first correction bit line potential, and a j-th (j= 2, 3, 
to n-1) bit line potential setting circuit and a j-th write 
bit line voltage output circuit are a common j-th bit line 
voltage control circuit, the input voltage of which is the 
voltage such that in writing, the output becomes the j-th write 
bit line voltage, and the voltage such that in updating the 
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contents of the data circuit, the output becomes a second 
correction bit line potential. 

(8) A memory cell is formed by stacking a charge storage layer 
and a control gate on a semiconductor layer , and the memory 
cells are connected in series by two or more to form a NAND 
cell structure. 

(9) A memory cell is formed by stacking a charge storage layer 
and a control gate on a semiconductor layer to form a NOR cell 
structure. 

[0017] 
[Operation] 

The multivalued (n-valued) storage type EE PROM of the 
invention is adapted to perform verification read operation 
from the (n-1) basic operation cycles. When the erase state 
is taken as "0" and the multivalued levels are taken as "0", 
"1", through "i", to "n-1" in the order of increasing the 
threshold, in the i-th cycle, it is verified only whether or 
not "i" write is sufficient. Accordingly, the EEPROM 
includes; the verification potential generation circuit for 
applying verification voltage of a predetermined i-level at 
the i-th cycle; and the sense amplifier for detecting whether 
or not writing is sufficient by detecting the voltage of the 
bit line. The first verification circuit is provided so that 
when the bit line to which "0" through "i-1" are written at 
the i-th cycle is already detected to be sufficient of writing, 
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the current of the memory cell is compensated, and when it is 
detected to be insufficient of writing, the current of the 
memory cell is not compensated. The second verification 
circuit is provided so that when the bit line to which "i+1" 
through "n-1" are written at the i-th cycle is already detected 
to be sufficient of writing, the current of the memory cell 
is compensated by the first verification circuit, and when it 
is detected to be insufficient of writing, the bit line voltage 
is set to let the current of the memory cell flow. 
[0018] 

Further, the EEPROM of the invention includes: a first 
register storing the information on whether or not writing is 
sufficient as data; and a second register storing the 
information on which the write multivalued level is among "1" 
through "n-1", wherein the first register has a function as 
the sense amplifier as well to detect whether or not the first 
register is sufficient of writing. Further, the EEPROM is 
characterized by providing the bit line write voltage output 
circuit for outputting the bit line voltage in writing 
according to a desired write state so that when the memory cell 
not reaching the desired write state is found, rewriting is 
performed only to the memory cell. 
[0019] 

In the invention, after multivalued data is written, it 
is detected whether or not the write state of the individual 



24 



memory cells reaches its desired multivalued level state. 
When the memory cell not reaching the desired multivalued level 
is found, the bit line voltage in writing is output according 
to the desired write state to perform rewriting only to that 
memory cell. The write operation and the verification reading 
are repeated, and on verifying that all of the memory cells 
reach the desired write state, writing of data is ended. 
[0020] 

According to the invention, as described above, one write 
time is set short, and the write operation is repeated little 
by little while the progress of the write state is checked, 
whereby finally the threshold of the memory cell ending writing 
of data can be made smaller at high speed. 
[0021 ] 

[Embodiments ] 

The embodiments of the invention will now be described 
with reference to the drawings. Fig. 1 is a block diagram 
showing the schematic configuration of a NAND cell type EEPROM 
according to a first embodiment of the invention. 
[0022] 

A memory cell array 1 is provided with a bit line control 
circuit 2 for controlling a bit line in reading/writing, and 
a word line driving circuit 7 for controlling the potential 
of a word line. The bit line control circuit 2 and the word 
line driving circuit 7 are respectively selected by a column 
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decoder 3 and a low decoder 8, The bit line control circuit 
2 exchange read data/write data with an input/output data 
conversion circuit 5 through a data input/output line (10 line) . 
The input /output data conversion circuit 5 converts the- read 
multivalued information of a memory cell to binary information 
to be output to the outside, and converts the binary information 
of write data input from the output to the multivalued 
information of the memory cell. The input/output data 
conversion circuit 5 is connected to a data input/output buffer 
6 for controlling the data input/output to and from the outside. 
A data write end detection circuit 4 detects whether or not 
writing of data is ended. 
[0023] 

Figs. 2 and 3 show the concrete configurations of the 
memory cell array 1 and the bit line control circuit 2. Memory 
cells Ml to M8 and select transistors Si, S2 constitute a NAND 
form cell. One end of the NAND form cell is connected to a 
bit line BL, and the other end thereof is connected to a common 
source line Vs. Select gates SGI, SG2 and control gates CGI 
to CG8 are shared among two or more NAND form cells, and the 
memory cells sharing one control gate constitute a page. The 
memory cell stores data at its threshold vt, and stores it as 
"0" data when Vt is 0V or less, as "1" data when Vt is from 
0V to 1.5V, both inclusive, and as "2" data when Vt is from 
1.5V to the power supply voltage, both inclusive. One memory 
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cell is given three states, and two memory cells can make a 
combination in nine ways. Among these, eight ways of 
combinations are used to store the data for 3 bits in two memory 
cells . In the present embodiment, the data for 3 bits is stored 
in a set of the two adjacent memory cells sharing the control 
gate. The memory cell array 1 is formed on a dedicated p-well. 
[0024] 

Clock synchronization inverters CIl, CI2, and CI3, CI4 
respectively constitute a flip-flop to latch write/read data. 
These operate as a sense amplifier as well. The flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization inverters CIl, CI2 
latches ""0" write? or "1" or "2" write?" as write data 
information, and the memory cell latches ""0" information is 
held? "1" or "2" information is held?" as read data information. 
The flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CI3, CI4 ""1" write? "2" write?" as write data 
information, and the memory cell ""2" information is held? "0" 
or "1" information is held?" as read data information. 
[0025] 

In an n-channel MOS transistor, Qnl transfers voltage 
VPR to a bit line when a pre-charge signal PRE goes high. Qn2 
connects a bit line and a main bit line control circuit to each 
other when a bit line connection signal BLC goes high. Qn3 
to Qn6, Qn9 to Qnl2 selectively transfer voltage VBLH, VBLM, 
VBLL to a bit line according to the data latched by the above 
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flip-flops. The Qn7 and Qn8 respectively connect the 
flip-flop and a bit line to each other when the signals SAC 2 , 
SAC1 go high- Qnl3 is provided for detecting whether or not 
the data for one page latched by the flip-flops are all the 
same. Qnl4, Qnl5 and Qnl6, Qnl7 selectively connect the 
corresponding flip-flops and the data input/output lines IOA, 
IOB to each other when the column select signals CSLl, CLL2 
go high. 
[0026] 

In Fig. 3 , an inverter part shown in Fig. 19(a) is omitted, 
and it has a circuit configuration shown in Fig. 19(b). The 
operation of the thus constructed EEPROM will now be described 
according to Figs. 4 to 6 . Fig. 4 shows the timing of read 
operation, Fig. 5 shows the timing of write operation, and Fig. 
6 shows the timing of verification read operation. All of the 
charts illustrate the case where the control gate C4 is 
selected. 
[0027] 

The read operation is performed in two basic cycles. In 
a first cycle of reading, first the voltage VPR becomes the 
power supply voltage Vcc so that the bit line is pre-charged, 
a pre-charge signal PRE goes low so that the bit line is floated. 
Subsequently, the select gates SGI, SG2 and the control gates 
CGI to CG3 , CG5 to CG8 are set to Vcc. Simultaneously, the 
control gate CG4 is set to 1.5V. Only when the Vt of the 
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selected memory cell is 1.5V or more, that is, only when the 

data "2" is written, the bit line is kept high. 

[0028] 

After that, the sense activation signals SEN2 , SEN2B 
respectively go low and high, and the latch activation signals 
LAT2, LAT2B respective go low and high, so that the flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization inverters CI3 and CI4 
is reset. The signal SAC 2 goes high so that the flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization type inverters CI3, 
CI4 and the bit line are connected to each other. First the 
sense activation signals SEN2 , SEN2B respectively go high and 
low, and the potential of the bit line is sensed. After that, 
the latch activation signals LAT2 , LAT2B respectively go high 
and low, so that the information ""2" data?, "1" or "0" data?" 
is latched by the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverters CI3, CI4. 
[0029] 

A second cycle of reading is different from the first 
cycle of reading in that the voltage of the selected control 
gate CG4 is not 1.5V, but 0V, and instead of the signals SEN2 , 
SEN2B, LAT2, LAT2B and SAC 2 , the signals SENl, SEN1B, LATl, 
L AT IB, SAC1 are output. Accordingly, in the second cycle of 
reading, the information ""0" data? "1" or "2" data?" is latched 
by the flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CI1, CI2. 
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[0030] 

By the two described cycles of reading , the data written 
to the memory cell is read out. Prior to writing of data, the 
data of the memory cell is erased so that the threshold Vt of 
the memory cell is 0V or less. The data is erased by setting 
the p-well, the common source line Vs , and the select gates 
SGI, SG2 to 20V, and setting the control gates CGI to CG8 to 
0V. 

[0031] 

In the write operation, first the pre-charge signal PRE 
goes low so that the bit line is floated. The select gate SGI 
is set to Vcc, and the control gates CGI to CG8 are set to Vcc. 
The select gate SG2 is 0V in the process of write operation. 
Simultaneously the signals VRFYl, VREY2 , FIM, FIH are Vcc. In 
the case of "0" writing, since the data is latched by the 
flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization inverters 
CIl, CI2 so that the output of the clock synchronization 
inverter CIl goes high, the bit line is charged with Vcc. In 
the case of "1" or "2" writing, the bit line is 0V. 
[0032] 

Subsequently, the select gate SGI, the control gates CGI 
to CG8, the signal BLC, the signal VRFYl and the voltage VSA 
are 10V, the voltage VBLH is 8V, and the voltage VBLM is IV. 
In the case of "1" writing, since the data is latched by the 
flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization inverters 
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CI3, CI4 so that the output of the clock synchronization 
inverter CI3 goes high, IV is applied to the bit line BL. In 
the case of "2" writing, the bit line is OV, and in the case 
of "0" writing, it is 8V. After that, the selected control 
gate CG4 is set to 20V. 
[0033] 

In the case of "I" or "2" writing, electrons are injected 
into a charge storage layer of the memory cell by potential 
difference between the bit line BL and the control gate CG4 , 
so that the threshold of the memory cell rises. In the case 
of "1" writing, it is necessary that the amount of electric 
charges to be injected into the charge storage layer of the 
memory cell is made smaller than that in the case of "2" writing, 
so the bit line BL is set to IV to reduce the potential difference 
from the control gate CG4 to 19V. However, even if this 
reduction of potential difference is not caused, the invention 
can be implemented. In the case of "0" writing, the bit line 
voltage is 8V so that the threshold of the memory cell is not 
changed effectively . 
[0034] 

At the end of write operation, first the select gate SGI 
and the control gates CGI to CG8 are set to 0V, and the voltage 
8V of the bit line BL in "0" writing is reset to 0V late. The 
reason for this is that when the order is reversed, temporarily 
the state of "2" or "1" write operation is caused so that in 
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"0" writing, wrong data is written. 
[0035] 

Verification read is performed so that after the write 
operation, the write state of the memory cell is verified to 
perform additional writing only to the memory cell insufficient 
of writing. During the verification reading, the voltage VBLH 
is Vcc, VBLL is 0V, and FIM is 0V. 
[0036] 

The verification reading is performed in two basic cycles . 
This basic cycle is similar to the second cycle of reading. 
The difference is that the voltage of the selected control gate 
CG4 and the signals VRFY1, VRFY2 and FIH are output (only VRFY1 
in the first cycle of verification reading) . The signals VRFY1 , 
VRFY2 and FIH are output after the select gates SGI, SG2 , and 
the control gates CGI to CG8 are reset to 0V, and before the 
signals SENl, SEN1B, LATl , LATlB respectively go low, high, 
low and high. In other words, they are output after the 
potential of the bit line is determined by the threshold of 
the memory cell, and before the flip-flop constructed by the 
clock synchronization inverters CIl, CI2 is reset. The 
voltage of the selected control gate CG4 is set high as much 
as 2V(the first cycle), 0.5V (the second cycle) corresponding 
to 1.5V (the first cycle) and 0V(the second cycle) in reading 
to secure a threshold margin of 0.5V. 
[0037] 
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The voltage of the bit line BL determined by the data 
(data 1) latched in the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverter CI1, CI2 , data (data 2) latched in 
the flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CI3, CI4 and the threshold of the selected memory 
cell will now be described. The data 1 controls ""0" write? 
"1" or "2" write?", in the case of "0" writing, Qn3 is in the 
on state, and in the case of "1" or "2" writing, Qn6 is in the 
on state. The data 2 controls "1" write? "2" write?'', and in 
the case of "1" write, QnlO is in the on state, and in the case 
of "2" write, Qnll is in the on state. 
[0038] 

Since the data of the memory cell is "0" in the first 
cycle of verification read in " 0" data writing ( initial writing 
data "0") , when the control gate CG4 becomes 2V, the potential 
of the bit line is set low by the memory cell. After that, 
the signal VRFY1 goes high so that the bit line BL goes high. 
[0039] 

In the first cycle of verification read in "1" data 
writing (initial write data is "1"), the data of the memory 
cell is to be "1", so the threshold of the memory cell is 1.5V 
or less, and when the control gate CG4 becomes 2V, the potential 
of the bit line is set low by the memory cell. After that, 
the signal VERY1 goes high, so that in the case where the "1" 
write is sufficient and data 1 shows "0" write, the bit line 
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BL goes high ((1) in Fig. 6 ) , or the bit line BL goes low ((2) 

in Fig. 6 ) . 

[0040] 

In the first cycle of verification reading in "2" data 
write (initial write data is "2"), in the case where the data 
of the selected memory cell does not enter "2" ("2" write 
insufficient), when the control gate CG4 becomes 2V, the 
potential of the bit line is set low by the memory cell ((5) 
in Fig. 6). In the case where the selected memory cell is 
sufficient of "2" writing, even if the control gate CG4 becomes 
2V, the potential of the bit line is kept high ((3), (4) in 
Fig. 6). (3) in Fig. 6 shows the case where "2" writing is 
sufficient and the data 1 shows " 0" write. In this case, the 
signal VRFYl goes high, so that the bit line BL is recharged 
by the voltage VBH. 
[0041] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "0" data 
write (initial write data is "0" ) , since the data of the memory 
cell is "0", when the control gate CG4 becomes 0.5V, the 
potential of the bit line is set low by the memory cell. After 
that, the signal VRFYl goes high so that the bit line BL goes 
high. 
[0042] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "1" data 
write (initial write data is "1"), in the case where the data 
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of the select memory cell is not "1" ("1" write insufficient) , 
when the control gate CG4 becomes 0.5V, the potential of the 
bit line is set low by the memory cell ((8) in Fig. 6). In 
the case where the selected memory cell is sufficient of "1" 
writing, even if the control gate CG4 becomes 0.5V, the 
potential of the bit line is kept high ( ( 6 ) ( 7 ) in Fig . 6 ) . ( 6 ) 
in Fig. 6 shows the case where "1" write is already sufficient 
and the data 1 shows "0" write. In this case, the signal VRFYl 
goes high so that the bit line BL is recharged with the voltage 
VBH. 
[0043] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "2" data 
write (initial write data is "2" ) , since the data of the memory 
cell is to be "2", when the threshold of the memory cell is 
0.5V or more, whether "2" writing is sufficient or insufficient, 
even if the control gate CG4 becomes 0.5V, the potential of 
the bit line is kept high ((9), (10) in Fig- 6). In the case 
where "2" writing is insufficient and the threshold of the 
memory cell is 0.5V or less, the bit line goes low ((11) in 
Fig. 6). 
[0044] 

After that, the signals VRFYl, VRFY2 , FIH go high, so 
that in the case where "2" writing is already sufficient and 
the data 1 shows "0" write, the bit line BL goes high ((9) in 
Fig. 6), or the bit line BL goes low ((10), (11) in Fig. 6). 



35 



By this verification read operation, the rewrite data is set 
as shown in the following table (Table 1 ) according to the write 
data and the write state of the memory cell by the verification 
read operation. 
[0045] 



[Table 1] 



Write data 
Data of cell 


00011222 
01201012 


Rewrite data 


00010220 



As is known from the table 1, "1" is again written only 
to the memory cell insufficient of "1" writing, and "2" is again 
written only to the memory cell insufficient of "2" writing. 
When writing of data is sufficient in all of the memory cells, 
Qnl3 of all columns are turned off so that data write end 
information is output by a signal PENDB. 
[0046] 

Fig. 7 shows the input /output operation timing of data, 
(a) is the data input timing, and (b) is the data output timing. 
After the data input 3 cycle from the outside, data input to 
the bit line control circuit 2 is generated by the input/output 
data conversion circuit 5 and input. The data (XI, X2 , X3 ) 
for 3 bits from the outside is converted to data (Yl, Y2) of 
two memory cells, and effectively the converted data is set 
in a register Rl constructed by the clock synchronization type 
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inverters CIl, CI2 of the bit line control circuit 2 and a 
register R2 constructed by the inverters CI3, CI4 through data 
input/output lines IOA, IOB. The read data latched in the 
registers Rl , R2 is transferred, converted and output to the 
input/output data conversion circuit 5 through the data 
input/output lines IOA, IOB. The column select signals CSLli 
and CSL2i seen in Fig. 3 are taken as the same signal , and instead 
of it, the IOA, IOB are divided into two systems, thereby easily 
gaining access to two registers of the same column at the same 
time to be effective for shortening the access time. 
[0047] 

The following table (Table 2) shows the relationship 
among the data (XI, X2, X3 ) for 3 bits from the outside, two 
data (Yl, Y2 ) of the memory cell and the data of the registers 
Rl, R2 corresponding to Yl, Y2, respectively, in the data input 
time. 
[0048] 
[Table 2] 



Input data 



Cell data 



IOA line data 



Cell 



Cell Y 2 



Xi 


x 2 


x 3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


1 



Register Register 
R1 R2 



Register Register 
R1 R2 



0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 



0 
2 
1 
2 
0 
1 
0 
1 



H 
H 
H 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 



H 
H 
H 
L 
L 



H 
L 
L 
L 
H 
L 
H 
L 



L 
H 
L 

H 

H 



Pointer write instruction 
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[0049] 

The data of the register is represented by voltage level 
of the input/output line IOA at the data transfer time. The 
data input/output line IOB is omitted because it is a reversing 
signal of IOA. The following table (Table 3) is that one at 



the data output time. 

[0050] 

[Table 3] 



IOA line data 


Cell data 


Output data 


Cell 


Cell Y 2 


RegisterRI Register R2 


RegisterRI Register R2 


Yi Y 2 


Xi X 2 X3 


L L 
L L 
L L 
H L 
H L 
H L 1 
H H 
H H 


L L 
H H 
H L 
H H 
L L 
H L 
L L 
H L 


0 0 
0 2 

0 1 

1 2 
1 0 

1 1 

2 0 
2 1 


0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 1 0 

0 1 1 

1 0 0 
1 0 1 
1 0 0 

1 1 1 


H H 


H H 


2 2 


Pointer flag output 



In the present embodiment, the level of IOA at the input time 
and the level of IOA at the output time are reversed for the 
same data. 
[0051] 

Among nine combinations of two data ( Yl , Y2 ) of the memory 
cell, one is surplus, so it can be used for pointer information 
and file management information. In this case, the pointer 
information is made correspond to the cell data (Yl, Y2 ) = (2, 
2). 

[0052] 
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Fig. 8 shows the concept of a page as a data write unit, 
seen from a microprocessor for controlling the EEPROM. In this 
case, one page is N byte, representing an address (a logical 
address), seen from the microprocessor. For example, when 
write data is input only to a region 1 (logical address 0 to 
n), in the case of n=3m + 2 (m=0, 1, 2, ...)/ (XI, X2 , X3 ) is 
always complete, so no problem occurs. Since only XI is input 
in the case of n=3m, X2=0 and X3=0 are generated in the interior 
of the EEPROM to input (XI, X2, X3 ) to the input /output data 
conversion circuit 5 . In the case of n=3m + 1 , X3= is generated 
in the interior. The same may be said of the case where n is 
equal to N. 
[0053] 

After the data is written to the region 1 (the write data 
of a region 2 are all "0") , in the case of additionally writing 
data to the region 2, the part of the region 1 is read, and 
the write data in the part of the region 2 may be added to the 
read data and input. Or the part of the region 1 is read, and 
in the case of the head address n+l=3m of the region 2, the 
data of the region 1 are all "0". In the case of n+l=3m+2, 
the data at addresses n-1, n are taken as XI, X2 to be added 
to the data X3 at the address n+1, and the data up to the address 
n-2of the region 1 may be all "0". In the case of n+l=3m+l, 
the data at the address n is taken as XI to be added to the 
data X2, X3 at the addresses n+1, n+2 , and the data up to the 
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address n-1 of the region 1 may be all "0". It is easy to 
automatically these operations in the interior of the EEPROM. 
The relationship between (XI, X2 , X3) and (Yl, Y2 ) is, as shown 
in Table 2 and Table 3, made so that the additional data write 
is enabled- The relationship between (XI, X2, X3 ) and (Yl, 
Y2 ) shown in Table 2 and Table 3 is an instance, so this is 
not restrictive. Further, when the number of regions is 3 or 
more, the additional data write can be similarly performed. 
[0054] 

Fig. 9(a) shows a data write algorithm* After data 
loading, write, verification read and write end detecting 
operations are repeatedly performed. The operations enclosed 
in a dotted line are automatically performed in the interior 
of the EEPROM. 
[0055] 

Fig. 9(b) shows an additional data write algorithm. 
After reading and data loading, verification read, write end 
detection and write operations are repeatedly performed. The 
operations enclosed in a dotted line are automatically 
performed in the interior of the EEPROM. The reason for 
performing verification read after data loading is that data 
is not written to the region where " 1 " or " 2 " is already written . 
If not, excess writing occurs in some case. 
[0056] 

Fig. 10 shows the write characteristics of threshold of 
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the memory cells in the thus constructed EEPROM . The memory 
cell to which "1" data is written and the memory cell to which 
"2" is written are simultaneously written and the write time 
thereof is controlled independently. The following table 
(Table 4) shows the potential of each part of the memory cell 
array at the time of erasing, writing, reading and verification 
reading. 
[0057] 



[Table 4] 





Erase 


Write 


Read 


Verify read 




uq» n a » 


First cycle Second cycle 


First cycle Second cycle 


BL 


20V 


8V1V0V 


H only "2" read L only "0" read 


SEE Fig. 6 


SG1 


20V 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG1 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG2 


0V 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG3 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG4 


OV 


20V 


1.5V 0V 


2V 0.5V 


CG5 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG6 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG7 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


CG8 


OV 


10V 


5V 


5V 


SG2 


20V 


OV 


5V 


5V 


Vs 


20V 


0V 


OV 


OV 


Pwell 


20V 


OV 


OV 


OV 



[0058] . 

Fig. 11 shows a concrete configuration of a memory cell 
array 1 and a bit line control circuit 2 of a NOR cell type 
EEPROM according to a second embodiment of the invention. The 
NOR type cell is constituted only by memory cells M10. One 
end of the NOR form cell is connected to a bit line BL, and 
the other end is connected to a common grounding line. The 
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memory cells M sharing one control gate WL constitute a page. 
The memory cell M stores data at its threshold Vt, and stores 
it as "0" data when Vt is Vcc or more, as "1" data when Vt is 
from 2.5V to Vcc, both inclusive, and as "2" data when Vt is 
from 0V to 2.5V, both inclusive. One memory cell is given three 
states, and two memory cells can make a combination in nine 
ways. Among these, eight ways of combinations are used to store 
the data for 3 bits in two memory cells. In the present 
embodiment, the data for 3 bits is stored in a set of the two 
adjacent memory cells sharing the control gate. 
[0059] 

Clock synchronization inverters CIS, CI6, and CI7, CI8 
respectively constitute a flip-flop to latch write/read data. 
These operate as a sense amplifier as well. The flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization inverters CI5, CI6 
latches ""0" write? or "1" or "2" write?'' as write data 
information, and the memory cell latches ""0" information is 
held? "1" or "2" information is held?" as read data information. 
The flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CI7, CI8 ""l" write? "2" write?" as write data 
information, and the memory cell ""2" information is held? "0" 
or "1" information is held?" as read data information. 
[0060] 

In an n-channel MOS transistor, Qnl8 transfers voltage 
VPR to a bit line when a pre-charge signal PRE goes high. Qnl9 
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connects a bit line and a main bit line control circuit to each 
other when a bit line connection signal BLC goes high. Qn2 0 
to Qn23, Qn25 to Qn28 selectively transfer voltage VBLH, VBLM, 
OV to a bit line according to the data latched by the above 
flip-flops. The Qn24 and Qn29 respectively connect the 
flip-flop and a bit line to each other when the signals SAC 2 / 
SAC1 go high. Qn3 0 is provided for detecting whether or not 
the data for one page latched by the flip-flops are all the 
same. Qn31, Qn32 and Qn3 3, Qn34 selectively connect the 
corresponding flip-flops and the data input/output IOA, IOB 
lines to each other when the column select signals CSL1, CSL2 
go high. 
[0061] 

The operation of the thus constructed EEPROM will now 
be described according to Figs. 12 to 14. Fig. 12 shows the 
timing of read operation , Fig. 13 shows the timing of write 
operation, and Fig. 14 shows the timing of verification read 
operation . 
[0062] 

The read operation is performed in two basic cycles. In 
a first cycle of reading, first the voltage VPR becomes the 
power supply voltage Vcc so that the bit line is pre-charged, 
a pre-charge signal PRE goes low so that the bit line is floated. 
Subsequently, the control gate WL is to 2.5V. Only when the 
Vt of the selected memory cell is 2.5V or less, that is, only 
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when the data "2" is written, the bit line is kept low. 
[0063] 

After that, the sense activation signals SEN2, SEN2B 
respectively go low and high, and the latch activation signals 
LAT2, LAT2B respective go low and high, so that the flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization inverters CI7 and CI8 
is reset. The signal SAC 2 goes high so that the flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization type inverters CI7, 
CI8 and the bit line are connected to each other. First the 
sense activation signals SEN2 , SEN2B respectively go high and 
low, and the potential of the bit line is sensed. After that, 
the latch activation signals LAT2 , LAT2B respectively go high 
and low, so that the information ""2" data?, "1" or "0" data?" 
is latched by the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverters CI7, CI8. 
[0064] 

A second cycle of reading is different from the first 
cycle of reading in that the voltage of the selected control 
gate WL is not 2.5V, but Vcc, and instead of the signals SEN2 , 
SEN2B, LAT2, LAT2B and SAC 2 , the signals SEN1 , SEN1B, LATl, 
LAT1B, SAC1 are output. Accordingly, in the second cycle of 
reading, the information ""0" data? "1" or "2" data?" is latched 
by the flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CIS, CI6. 
[0065] 
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By the two described cycles of reading, the data written 
to the memory cell is read. out. Prior to writing of data, the 
data of the memory cell is erased so that the threshold Vt of 
the memory cell is Vcc or more. The data is erased by setting 
the control gate WL to 20V, and the bit line to 0V. 
[0066] 

In the write operation, first the pre-charge signal PRE 
goes low so that the bit line is floated. The signals VRFY1, 
VREY2, FIM, FIL are Vcc. In the case of "2" writing, since 
the data is latched by the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverters CI5, CI6 so that the output of the 
clock synchronization inverter CIS goes high, the bit line is 
0V. In the case of "1" or "2" writing, the bit line is charged 
with Vcc. 
[0067] 

Subsequently, the signals BLC, VRFY2, FIM, FIL and the 
voltage VSA are 10V, the voltage VBLH is 8V, and the voltage 
VBLM is 7V. In the case of "1" writing, since the data is 
latched by the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverters CI7, CI8 so that the output of the 
clock synchronization inverter CI7 goes high, 7V is applied 
to the bit line BL. In the case of "2" writing, the bit line 
is 8V, and in the case of "0" writing, it is 0V. After that, 
the selected control gate WL is set to -120V. 
[0068] 
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In the case of "1" or "2" writing, electrons are emitted 
from a charge storage layer of the memory cell by potential 
difference between the bit line BL and the control gate WL, 
so that the threshold of the memory cell drops. In the case 
of " 1" writing, it is necessary that the amount of electric 
charges to be emitted from the charge storage layer of the 
memory cell is made smaller than that in the case of "2" writing, 
so the bit line BL is set to 7V to reduce the potential difference 
from the control gate WL to 19V. In the case of " 0" writing, 
the bit line voltage is 0V so that the threshold of the memory 
cell is not changed effectively. 
[0069] 

Verification read is performed so that after the write 
operation, the write state of the memory cell is verified to 
perform additional writing only to the memory cell insufficient 
of writing. During the verification reading, the voltage VBLH 
is Vcc, and FIM is 0V. 
[0070] 

The verification reading is performed in two basic cycles . 
This basic cycle is similar to the second cycle of reading. 
The difference is that the voltage of the selected control gate 
WL and the signals VRFYl, VRFY2 and FIH are output (only VRFY1 
in the first cycle of verification reading) . The signals VRFYl , 
VRFY2 and FIH are output after the control gate WL is reset 
to 0V, and before the signals SEN1 , SEN1B, LATl, LATlB 
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respectively go low, high, low and high. In other words, they 
are output after the potential of the bit line is determined 
by the threshold of the memory cell, and before the flip-flop 
constructed by the clock synchronization inverters CI5, CI6 
is reset. The voltage of the selected control gate WL is set 
low as much as 2V (the first cycle), 4V (the second cycle) 
corresponding to 2.5V (the first cycle) and Vcc (the second 
cycle) in reading to secure a threshold margin. 
[0071] 

The voltage of the bit line BL determined by the data 
(data 1) latched in the flip-flop constructed by the clock 
synchronization inverter CIS, CI6, data (data 2) latched in 
the flip-flop constructed by the clock synchronization 
inverters CI7, CI8 and the threshold of the selected memory 
cell will now be described. The data 1 controls ""0" write? 
"1" or "2" write? ", in the case of ''0" writing, Qn2 0 is in the 
on state, and in the case of "1" or "2" writing, Qn23 is in 
the on state. The data 2 controls "1" write? "2" write?", and 
in the case of "1" write, Qn26 is in the on state, and in the 
case of "2" write, Qn27 is in the on state. 
[0072] 

Since the data of the memory cell is "0" in the first 
cycle of verification read in "0" data writing ( initial writing 
data "0"), even if the control gate WL becomes 2V, the 
potential of the bit line is kept high. After that, the signal 
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VRFY1 goes high so that the bit line BL goes low. 
[0073] 

In the first cycle of verification read in "1" data 
writing (initial write data is "1"), the data of the memory 
cell is to be "1% so the threshold of the memory cell is 2.5V 
or more, and even if the control gate WL becomes 2V, the 
potential of the bit line is kept high. After that, the signal 
VERY1 goes high, so that in the case where the "1 "write is 
sufficient and data 1 shows "0 "write, the bit line BL goes low 
((2) in Fig. 14), or the bit line BL goes high ((1) in Fig. 
14). 
[0074] 

In the first cycle of verification reading in "2" data 
write (initial write data is "2"), in the case where the data 
of the selected memory cell does not enter "2" ("2" write 
insufficient), even if the control gate WL becomes 2V, the 
potential of the bit line is kept high ((3) in Fig. 14). In 
the case where the selected memory cell is sufficient of "2" 
writing, when the control gate WL becomes 2V, the potential 
of the bit line is set low by the memory cell ((4), (5) in Fig. 
14). (5) in Fig. 14 shows the case where "2" writing is 
sufficient and the data 1 shows "0" write. In this case, the 
signal VRFY1 goes high, so that the bit line BL is grounded. 
[0075] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "0" data 



48 



write (initial write data is "0" ) , since the data of the memory 
cell is "0", even if the control gate CG4 becomes 4V, the 
potential of the bit line is high by the memory cell. After 
that, the signal VRFY1 goes high so that the bit line BL goes 
low, 
[0076] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "1" data 
write (initial write data is "1"), in the case where the data 
of the select memory cell is not "1" ("1" write insufficient) , 
even if the control gate WL becomes 4V, the potential of the 
bit line is high ((6) in Fig. 14). In the case where the 
selected memory cell is sufficient of "1" writing, when the 
control gate WL becomes 4V, the potential of the bit line is 
set low by the memory cell ((7) (8) in Fig. 14). (8) in Fig. 
14 shows the case where "1" write is already sufficient and 
the data 1 shows "0" write. In this case, the signal VRFY1 
goes high so that the bit line BL is grounded. 
[0077] 

In the second cycle of verification reading in "2" data 
write (initial write data is "2") , since the data of the memory 
cell is to be "2" , when the threshold of the memory cell is 
4V or less, whether "2" writing is sufficient or insufficient, 
when the control gate WL becomes 4V, the potential of the bit 
line is low ((10), (11) in Fig. 14). In the case where "2" 
writing is insufficient and the threshold of the memory cell 
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is 4V or more, the bit line goes high ((9) in Fig. 14). 
[0078] 

After that, the signals VRFY1, VRFY2 , FIH go high, so 
that in the case where "2" writing is already sufficient and 
the data 1 shows "0" write, the bit line BL goes low ((11) in 
Fig. 14 ) , or the bit line BL goes high ( ( 9 ) , ( 10 ) in Fig. 14 ) . 
[0079] 

By this verification read operation, the rewrite data 
is set as shown in the Table 1 similarly to the embodiment 1 
according to the write data and the write state of the memory 
cell by the verification read operation. When writing of data 
is sufficient in all of the memory cells, Qn30 of all columns 
are turned off so that data write end information is output 
by a signal PENDB. 
[0080] 

The data input /output operation timing, the data write 
algorithm, and the additional data write algorithm are, as 
shown in Figs. 7 to 9, (Table 2 to 3 ) , similar to those of the 
embodiment 1 . 
[0081] 

Fig. 15 shows the write characteristics of threshold of 
the memory cells in the thus constructed EEPROM. The memory 
cell to which "1" data is written and the memory cell to which 
"2" is written are simultaneously written and the write time 
thereof is controlled independently. The following table 
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(Table 5) shows the potential of each part of the memory cell 

array at the time of erasing, writing, reading and verification 

reading. 

[0082] 

[Table 5] 





Erase 


Write 

Qji n a n 


Read 


Verify read 


First cycle Second cycle 


First cycle Second cycle 


BL 
WL 


OV 
20V 


OV 7V 8V 
-12V 


L only when H only when 
"2" read "0" read 
2.5V 5V 


See Fig. 14 
2.0V 4.0V 



[0083] 

The circuits shown in Figs. 3 and 11 may be respectively 
modified as shown in Figs. 16, 17. In Fig. 16, Qn3 , Qn4 shown 
in Fig. 3 are replaced with p-channel MOS transistors Qpl, Qp2 . 
In Fig. 17, Qn22, Qn23 , Qn25 to Qn28 shown in Fig. 11 are replaced 
with p-channel MOS transistors Qp3 to Qp8 . Thus, the drop of 
voltage to be transferred due to the threshold of the n-channel 
MOS transistor can be prevented, and in this example, it will 
be sufficient to increase the voltage VSA to 8V in writing, 
so that the withstand voltage of the transistor constituting 
the circuit can be lowered. The VRFY1B in Fig. 16 is reverse 
signal of the VRFY1 in Figs. 2 and 3, and the VRFY2B and FILB, 
FIMB in Fig. 17 are respectively reverse signals of the VRFY2 , 
FIL and FIM in Fig. 11. 
[0084] 

Although additional data write is described with Fig. 
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8, in order to facilitate additional data write, for example, 
as shown in Fig. 18, it is an effective method to divide one 
page. In this example, one region is constituted by 22 memory 
cells at every logical address 32. Thus, additional data 
writing in region units can be facilitated. That is, in the 
case of performing additional data writing to a region 2 , it 
will be sufficient that the write data to the regions except 
the region 2 are all set "0", and additional data writing is 
performed according to a data write algorithm shown in Fig. 
9(a) . As for the size of one region, any size other than the 
size shown in Fig. 18 will do. Further, in the case of setting 
four or more write states in one memory cell, such setting may 
be implemented according to the gist of the invention. 
[0085] 

[Advantage of the Invention] 

According to the invention, as described above, it is 
possible to provide the EEPROM, which may set three writes 
states in one memory cell while the increase of the circuit 
area is restrained, and independently optimize the write time 
required until the respective memory cells enter the respective 
write states by conducting the write verification control, so 
that the threshold distribution of the finally written memory 
cell can fall in a small range at high speed. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the schematic 
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configuration of EEPROM according to first and second 
embodiments . 

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the concrete 
configuration of a memory cell array in the first embodiment. 
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the concrete 
configuration of a bit line control circuit in the first 
embodiment . 

[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a timing chart showing the read operation 
in the first embodiment. 

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a timing chart showing the write 
operation in the first embodiment. 

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a timing chart showing the verification 
read operation in the first embodiment. 

[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a timing chart showing the data 
input/output operation in the first and second embodiments. 
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a diagram showing the concept of a page 
as a write/read unit in the first and second embodiments. 
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a diagram showing the data write and 
additional dada write algorithms in the first and second 
embodiments . 

[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a diagram showing the write 
characteristics of the memory cell in the first embodiment. 
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 a diagram showing the configuration of a 
memory cell array and a bit line control circuit in the second 
embodiment. 
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[Fig- 12] Fig. 12 is a timing chart showing the read 
operation in the second embodiment. 

[Fig. 13] Fig. 13 is a timing chart showing the write 
operation in the second embodiment. 

[Fig. 14] Fig. 14 is a timing chart showing the verification 
read operation in the second embodiment. 

[Fig. 15] Fig. 15 is a diagram showing the write 
characteristics of the memory cell in the second embodiment. 
[Fig. 16] Fig. 16 is a diagram showing a modified form of 
the bit line control circuit in the first embodiment. 
[Fig. 17] Fig. 17 is a diagram showing a modified form of 
the bit line control circuit in the second embodiment. 
[Fig. 18] Fig. 18 is a diagram showing a unit of additional 
data write in the first and second embodiments. 
[Fig. 19] Fig. 19 is a circuit diagram of an inverter part 
in Fig. 3. 

[Description of the Reference Numerals and Signs] 

1 : memory cell array 

2: bit line control circuit 

3 : column decoder 

4 : data write end detection circuit 

5: input/output data conversion circuit 

6: data input/output buffer 

7: word line driving circuit 

8 : row decoder 
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FIG. 1: 

1: MEMORY CELL 

2 : BIT LINE CONTROL CIRCUIT 

3: COLUMN DECODER 

4 : DATA WRITE END DETECTION CIRCUIT 

5: INPUT/OUTPUT DATA CONVERSION CIRCUIT 

6: DATA INPUT/OUTPUT BUFFER 

7: WORK LINE DRIVING CIRCUIT 

8: ROW DECODER 

FIG. 4: 

FIRST CYCLE OF READING 
"2" READ 
"0/1" READ 

SECOND CYCLE OF READING 
"1/2" READ 
"0" READ 

FIG. 5: 
"0" WRITE 
"1" WRITE 
"2" WRITE 

FIG. 6: 

BL1 ("0" DATA WRITE) 
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BL1 ("1" DATA WRITE) 

BL1 ("2" DATA WRITE) 

FIRST CYCLE OF VERIFICATION READ 

SECOND CYCLE OF VERIFICATION READ 

FIG. 7(a): 

DATA INPUT 3 CYCLE 

REGISTER Rl, REGISTER R2 , REGISTER Rl , REGISTER R2 

FIG. 7(b): 

DATA OUTPUT 3 CYCLE 

REGISTER Rl, REGISTER R2 , REGISTER Rl , REGISTER R2 
FIG. 8: 

LOGICAL ADDRESS 
REGION 1 REGION 2 

FIG. 9 (a): 
DATA WRITE START 
DATA LOAD 
WRITE 

VERIFICATION READ 

WRITE END? 

END 

FIG. 9 (b): 
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ADDITIONAL DATA WRITE START 
READ 

DATA LOAD 
VERIFICATION READ 
WRITE END? 
WRITE 
END 



FIG. 10: 

THRESHOLD OF MEMORY CELL (V) 
WRITE TIME 

CELL TO WRITE "2" MOST QUICKLY 
CELL TO WRITE "2" MOST SLOWLY 
CELL TO WRITE "1" MOST QUICKLY 
CELL TO WRITE "1" MOST SLOWLY 
ONE WRITE TIME 
"0" WRITE CELL 



FIG. 12: 

FIRST CYCLE OF READ 
"0/1" READ 
"2" READ 

SECOND CYCLE OF READ 
"0" READ 
"1/2" READ 
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FIG. 13 
"2" WRITE 
"1" WRITE 
"0" WRITE 



FIG. 14: 

BL1 ("0" DATA WRITE) 

BLl ("1" DATA WRITE) 

BL1 ("2" DATA WRITE) 

FIRST CYCLE OF VERIFICATION READ 

SECOND CYCLE OF VERIFICATION READ 



FIG. 15: 

THRESHOLD OF MEMORY CELL (V) 
WRITE TIME 
ONE WRITE TIME 
"0" WRITE CELL 

CELL TO WRITE "1" MOST SLOWLY 
CELL TO WRITE "1" MOST QUICKLY 
CELL TO WRITE "2" MOST SLOWLY 
CELL TO WRITE "2" MOST QUICKLY 



FIG. 18: 
LOGICAL ADDRESS 
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REGION 1 REGION 2 REGION N 
22 MEMORY CELLS 
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